
Residents of Stocks Lane in Boughton 

have been concerned that, despite the 

road and surrounding residential 

streets now having a 20mph speed 

limit, many drivers are driving 

significantly faster. 

In response to a request by local 

resident Wyn Holroyd (who is a 

member of Chester Cycling Campaign 

& who founded 20’s Plenty for 

Chester), Cheshire Police carried out 

a speed check exercise in Stocks Lane 

on Thursday 26th July. 

Wyn had invited the Police & Crime 

Commissioner for Cheshire, David 

Keane, to attend, as Road Safety is 

one of his priorities.  Thank you Wyn! 

During the hour-long check, the actual speed of each vehicle was written down by PCSO 

Harris.  Wyn & Cathey estimated that, despite it being a quiet time on the road (mid-

morning in the school holidays), only a small minority of vehicles were doing at or below 

20mph.  Most vehicles were travelling at 22-28mph, a minority near or over 30mph & one 

at about 35mph!  And most drivers slowed noticeably when they saw the speed check!  

Residents see much faster speeds during rush-hour mornings & evenings in term times. 

The recorded speeds will now be analysed by the police, advisory letters sent to 

transgressors whose registration numbers were recorded & a decision will be taken on 

whether to do a formal speed gun session, at which point transgressors can then be 

formally prosecuted. 

This process of checking & warning before prosecuting is used because the policy of 

Cheshire Police is "policing with consent".  For many drivers, seeing the PCSO with 

the Speed Indicator Device is a sufficient reminder to keep to the speed limit. 
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Photo shows Cheshire Police and Crime Commissioner David Keane 

with PCSO Joe Harris and Chester Cycling Campaign members 

Cathey Harrington and Wyn Holroyd. 





How you can help: 
 

• Join the Campaign using the form overleaf 
• Take part in our campaign initiatives 
• Send us ideas for improving cycling facilities 
• Make a donation  
• Spread the word! 

CHESTER CYCLING CAMPAIGN 

Cycling is healthy, cheap, fast, and clean.  

It could be a key part of solving our 

transport problems and ensuring the 

prosperity of Chester.  Chester Cycling 

Campaign is working towards a better, 

greener city by making cycling a safe and 

attractive transport option. 
 
The Campaign supports the work of 20’s 

Plenty, a national organisation formed to 

campaign for the implementation of 20 mph as 

the default speed limit on residential roads in 

the UK.   

We are also campaigning for: 

 100 km of cycle routes around the city 

 safe routes to schools 

 better city centre access 

 two-way cycle flows on one-way streets 

 free carriage of bikes on trains  

 better bike parking facilities 

Chester Cycling Campaign Website:  www.chestercyclecity.org 

Chester Cycling Campaign Email:  enquiries@chestercyclecity.org 

mailto:enquiries@chestercyclecity.org


Join the Chester Cycling Campaign! 
Join online via our website or fill in the form below and send to us 

Name:  

 

Address:  

 

 

 

Postcode:  

Phone:  

E-mail:  

If you are  happy to receive our newsletters and be notified of 

Campaign activities by E-mail, thus conserving Campaign funds, 

please tick here:  

Annual membership is valid until the end of September during the year of joining - 

join after April 1st and your membership is valid until the end of September in the 

following year!! 
 

I enclose an additional donation of £ ………… 
 

I agree to this information being placed on electronic database for Campaign purposes 

only. 

 

Signed: ………………………………………  Date: ………………. 

Please send completed form and cheque (Payable to Chester 

Cycling Campaign) to: 

Chester Cycling Campaign Membership Secretary 

1, Kings Crescent West, Chester  CH3 5TQ 

Individual Membership £5.00     

Under 16 / Student / Unwaged / Senior £3.00     

Family / Household Membership £10.00     

Life Membership £50.00     



 

On 4th June, Chester Cycling Campaign members attended the inaugural meeting of Cheshire West and Chester’s Active Travel 

Forum.  28 people attended, including from CWAC: the Director of Public Health & the Director of Places Strategy, five 

Councillors, representatives of the Road Safety Team, the Total Environment Team, the Transport Team, the Localities Team & 

the Public Health Programme.  From outside CWAC were representatives of Sustrans, Friends of the Millennium Greenway,  

20’s Plenty For Chester, the Sandstone Ridge Trust, Active Cheshire, Cycle North Cheshire, British Cycling, Cycling UK, Cycling 

Projects, Chester Sustainability Forum, Taylor Wimpey Homes & West Cheshire CCG.  It was chaired by Cllr Louise Gittins, the 

Deputy Leader of the Council & Cabinet Member for Communities and Wellbeing. 

The purpose of the forum was outlined: initially intended to be an engagement group to bring discussions, receive thoughts 

and reflections, and develop a partnership approach to active travel in the borough. 

Presentations relevant to cycling were given by: 

 Planning and Strategic Transport for CWAC: about the £1.7 m bid for improving the towpath from Chester to 

Ellesmere Port and a new shared path going down the A 5117 from junction 10 of the M53 to Chester University’s 

Thornton Research Centre.  Also a new shared path in Sutton Way linking the new housing estate from Ledsham to 

the centre of Ellesmere Port. 

 Sustrans: about the Millennium Greenway through Chester. 

 The Cycle Subgroup of Chester Sustainability Forum: about the background to cycling in Chester and its problems.  

They credited local cycle groups in Chester including Chester Cycling Campaign (we send a representative to their 

group). Their vision is that cycling in Chester should be achievable and safe for any 8-year old child.  
 CWAC's Road Safety team: about Bikeability training across the borough.  Funding is available for school children but 

not for adults, who would have to go to other cycling charities to do Bikeability courses. 

 20's Plenty for Chester: about the need to expand areas of 20 mph. 

The next meeting is in September & Chester Cycling Campaign representatives will attend. 

 

The Millennium Greenway is a wonderful asset to Chester 

residents, many of whom use it for transport & leisure. 

Due to the differing needs of the various users - cyclists, 

pedestrians & dog walkers in particular - there have been 

occasional conflicts between users, with criticism of the small 

minority of cyclists who travel at speeds which are threatening 

to other users.  For several years, Chester Cycling Campaign 

has been vocal in promoting considerate behaviour by all users 

of the Greenway. 

This summer, Sustrans installed chicanes on the section near 

Newton school, to encourage cyclists to slow down.  Feedback 
so far has been mixed & we understand that Sustrans will be 

reviewing the chicanes’ effectiveness after a trial period. 

The problem of dog fouling on the Greenway persists & 

initiatives have taken place in the past with PCSOs sharing key messages around responsible dog ownership. 

Fly-tipping in Blacon has been cleared recently by volunteers, only for it to reappear.  Maintenance teams inspect the area 

in partnership with the Local Authority, and it was hoped that a ‘One Path’ initiative will instil pride in the area in the 

longer term, encouraging all users to respect it. 
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Campaign member Arnold 

Wilkes helped at the Bike 

Fix session held by the 

Blacon Bike Recycling 

Project on Wednesday 

15th August. 

Local people brought in 

their bikes which needed 

attention and over 30 

were repaired, helping 

people get back on their 

bikes. 

General biking advice was 

given out as well, and 6 

people were recruited to attend the Project’s new Women's Cycling Day (details to be 

announced soon). 

Arnold and fellow Campaign member John Holiday are regular helpers at the Project, 

which repairs & refurbishes unwanted bikes donated by the public or the police & sells 

them to local people inexpensively.  It is part of Chester Used Furniture Enterprise 

(CUFE), & is based at the Old Blacon Library, Western Avenue, Blacon, Chester. 

If you have an unwanted bike to donate, or want to know more about the  

Women's Cycling Day, please get in touch via CUFE’s Facebook page, or ring 

01244 379293. 

Keep in touch 
We aim to encourage more people to travel 

around the local area using one of the most 
environmentally benign modes of transport 

it is possible to use. 

The Campaign website is 

the “go to” place to find out 
about cycling matters in and 

around Chester: 
www.chestercycling.org 

Our Facebook page 
“Chester Cycling Campaign” 

often shares great ideas and 

good news about cycling - 
follow us to get our updates 

and news. 

Twitter - Follow our twitter 

feed and contribute to the 

discussions! 

@Chester_Cycling is our 

twitter feed! 

We have a cycling 

discussion group - 

“Cyclomania” hosted by 

Yahoo which provides a lively 

discussion forum for things 

cycling in the Chester/North Wales area - ask to 

be a “subscriber” at: 

cyclomania-

subscribe@yahoogroups.com 

www 

Active Travel Forum - Inaugural Meeting Bike Fix session, Blacon 

Back in May, Chester Cycling Campaign responded to the Government’s recent “Cycling and 

Walking Investment Strategy Safety Review: Call for Evidence”.  Two of the many ideas we put 

forward were: 

 “The learning to drive process should place a lot of emphasis on drivers having responsibility 

for the safety of other road users, ie learning to drive is not just about you learning how to 

pilot the vehicle, it is about you learning to keep others safe by your actions.” 

 “The Highway Code should be revised to make it clearer.  In many cases, road users are 

unclear what is mandatory & what is advisory.  Include safe distances for vehicles passing 

cyclists.” 

It appears that other cyclists & pedestrians had similar ideas & now the Government is taking 

action, with a pilot initiative launched on 29 June 2018 by Cycling Minister Jesse Norman.  He 

announced: 

 £500,000 funding for a pilot scheme to improve driving instructors’ cycle safety awareness  

Driving instructors will be offered bespoke training to ensure cyclists’ safety is at the 

forefront of their minds when they teach new drivers. 

 a new UK-wide initiative to help the police crack down on the dangerous practice of ‘close 

passing’, which leads to accidents and puts people off cycling.  This will include providing 

training materials and support for police forces so more drivers are made aware of the 

need to leave safe distances when overtaking cyclists. 

We asked for lots of other measures to make cycling safer in the UK - but at least these 

two actions are a move in the right direction. 
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