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Make Hoole Bridge Safer for Cyclists Sign the Petition
If you have ever cycled over
Hoole Road bridge (the
A56), you will be aware of
just how dangerous it can
be. The bridge is a potential
death trap for both cyclists
and pedestrians.
When wheelchair users or
those with children in
buggies encounter others
going in the opposite
direction, someone needs to
venture into off the
pavement into the roadway
to pass.
Cyclists caught between the pavement and heavy goods vehicles have a particularly
unpleasant crossing, and this puts many Hoole residents off from cycling into town.
Hoole bridge is one of the priorities of Cycle Infrastructure Improvements sought by
Chester Cycling Campaign. Local people have been calling for improvements since
1902! Surely in 2017 we can find a solution which will make this entry to the city safe
and pleasant for those on foot or on bikes.
A petition has been started to put pressure on the Council, Network Rail & the
Secretary of State for Transport to take steps to improve the situation. Find the petition
on the change.org website (type “Hoole” into the website’s search function)
or click here if you are reading this electronically.
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What We Can Learn from
Cheshire East’s Cycling Strategy
Well done to Cheshire East Council, who
recently launched their new ten year Cycling
Strategy. (Read it on their website or click
here if you are reading this electronically.)
It includes a clear vison, objectives, measurable
targets and details of how performance against
targets will be measured. It includes a SWOT
analysis and case studies. It is serious, in depth
and considered, just the sort of strategy that
any resident should expect from their local
government.
Cheshire East’s targets are:

Volunteers working for
a sustainable future.
We are a community group, working
with a common purpose: to make our
city greener and cleaner, our members
more self reliant and confident.
Monthly meetings on the first
Tuesday in the month at the Old
Custom House pub.
Email: info@transitionchester.org.uk
Website: www.transitionchester.org.uk

 Cycle Journeys – Double the number of

people cycling once per week for any
journey purpose in Cheshire East by 2027
from a 2014 baseline (this data is collected
from the Active People Survey).

 Public Perception – Improve public

perception of cycling within the district by
ensuring that annually measured Cheshire
East Council through the Highway
satisfaction scores are improving over time
on an upward trajectory.

In contrast, Cheshire West and Chester’s
Cycling Strategy (which was published in
2013—read it on CWAC’s website or click
here if you are reading this electronically) lacks
specificity and detail.
Chester Cycling Campaign is pleased that
CWAC has a strategy, but notes that, whilst full
of warm words and generalisms, there is no
mention of how numbers of people cycling
would be measured. There were 2 targets, but
Chester Cycling Campaign has not seen any
publication of performance against these targets
in the 2 years since they were set.

 To increase the number of people cycling at
least once a week by 25% by 2015.

 To secure a 25% increase in the number of
people in the Borough who cycle at least
five times a week by 2015.

Cheshire West and Chester’s Cycling Strategy
needs updating. There is much to learn from
our neighbours in Cheshire East.
Clearly we need to campaign more!
Contact us if you wish to be involved.

Open 7 days a week
10.00 am till 4.00 pm
*All Day Breakfast*
*Refreshments*

*Sandwiches/Paninis*
*Homemade Cakes*

Just 150m from the Millennium Greenway (turn right at the end), it is
a great place to relax & refuel.
Awarded Cafe of the Year 2015 by Chester and North Wales CTC
Meadow Lea Farm, Station Lane, Mickle Trafford, Chester, CH2 4EH
Tel: 01244 300335
www.meadowleacoffeeshop

Throughout July 2017, we are celebrating
women who cycle and helping those who
need extra encouragement to take up
cycling. Whether you cycle five miles or
500, on or off-road, join us
http://www.cyclinguk.org/womens-festival
Wirral Bicycle Belles monthly ride from
Port Sunlight

CHESTER CYCLING CAMPAIGN
Cycling is healthy, cheap, fast, and clean.
It could be a key part of solving our
transport problems and ensuring the
prosperity of Chester. Chester Cycling
Campaign is working towards a better,
greener city by making cycling a safe and
attractive transport option.
The Campaign supports the work of 20’s
Plenty, a national organisation formed to
campaign for the implementation of 20 mph as
the default speed limit on residential roads in
the UK.
We are also campaigning for:
 100

kms of cycle routes around the city

 safe

routes to schools

 better

city centre access

 two-way
 free

cycle flows on one-way streets

carriage of bikes on trains

Chester Cycling Campaign Website: www.chestercyclecity.org
Chester Cycling Campaign Email: enquiries@chestercyclecity.org

How you can help:
•
•
•
•
•

Join the Campaign using the form overleaf
Take part in our campaign initiatives
Send us ideas for improving cycling facilities
Make a donation
Spread the word!

Join the Chester Cycling Campaign!
Join online via our website or fill in the form below and send to us

Name:
Address:

Postcode:
Phone:
E-mail:
If you are happy to receive our newsletters and be notified of
Campaign activities by E-mail, thus conserving Campaign funds,
please tick here: 
Individual Membership

£5.00

Under 16 / Student / Unwaged / Senior

£3.00

Family / Household Membership

£10.00

Life Membership

£50.00

Annual membership is valid until the end of September during the year of joining join after April 1st and your membership is valid until the end of September in the
following year!!
I enclose an additional donation of £ …………
I agree to this information being placed on electronic database for Campaign purposes
only.

Signed: ……………………………………… Date: ……………….
Please send completed form and cheque (Payable to Chester
Cycling Campaign) to:
Chester Cycling Campaign Membership Secretary
1, Kings Crescent West, Chester CH3 5TQ

Thanks to People Who Voluntarily Look After Cycle Paths
The Old Station site in Blacon, on the Chester Millennium
Greenway, has been spruced up over recent months.
The embankment has been re-graded and reseeded, and 4
replacement hawthorn trees have been planted.
Local cyclists gave up their time to clean the white palisade
fencing that emphasises the traditional ‘railway’ theme on the
site.
“We cleaned a few of the fence panels in the late autumn last
year, when we were having a general tidy-up session on the
site” says Peter Williams, an active member of Chester
Cycling Campaign and a regular Sustrans volunteer. “It made
such a difference that we decided to get a larger volunteer
group to complete the work this spring.” Peter’s father was a policeman who lived in Blacon and spent many
years as the Church Warden at the Holy Trinity Church. Although Peter now lives in Willaston, he still has a
soft spot for his former home area.
Sustrans is the national UK charity whose objective is to enable more people to travel by foot and bicycle. It
manages the Chester Millennium Greenway and many similar local cycle and footpath routes. It relies heavily on
volunteer support to maintain its facilities.
“We try to arrange at least one tidy-up event per month in the local area” says Janet Gregory, Wirral Group
volunteer coordinator for Sustrans. “We depend on the input from local volunteers, who play a major role in
keeping the growing network of local cycle and footpaths in good order. Most users assume that these routes
are maintained by some unseen organisation, but this is just not the case. Our volunteers regularly give up their
free time to cut back overgrown paths, to pick-up litter, to replace lost and damaged signs and carry out many
other basic maintenance tasks. Their role is critical to our success.”
Sustrans is always looking for additional volunteers, and if anyone is interested in helping them
please contact Abigail.Pound@sustrans.org.uk.

You Can Now Submit Helmet Camera
Footage to Cheshire Police
The Chester Cycling Campaign has been in discussion with
Cheshire Police regarding the use of helmet cam footage and
the legal status of such footage when drivers are caught
committing traffic offences. Prompt and firm action against
drivers committing offences which put cyclists and other
vulnerable road users at risk are an important element of
making our roads safer.
We are pleased to report that Cheshire Police have now
developed a simple online system for the submission of video
and photographic evidence of incidents witnessed by cyclists
on local roads. You complete an online Dashcam Submission
Form (you can submit dashcam, helmetcam or any sort of
camera footage), a witness statement and upload the relevant
footage on the Cheshire Police website. Following this, the police
will evaluate the footage in order to determine if an offence has
been committed and whether sufficient evidence exists to initiate
a prosecution.

Police advise that helmet cams
should be worn on top of the
helmet & are the type which
snap off on impact, to minimise
risk of head injury from the
camera.

Remember that a prosecution is a legal process, so your evidence must be of sufficient quality. This is
an extract from Cheshire Police’s guide, & is well worth a read.. For full details, see Cheshire Police
website “Submit Dashcam footage” or click here.
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Want 20mph everywhere?
Tell your Councillors!
Chester’s 20’s Plenty for Us group
recently asked why the “main” or
“through” roads are staying at 30mph
when residential roads in Cheshire
West and Chester will become 20mph
within 4 years.
The answer is that CWAC are following
guidelines from the Department for
Transport, which were issued in 2013,
a few months before local councils took
over responsibility for Public Health.
The health benefits of slowing down
these roads seems to be being ignored.
20’s Plenty for Us says that a better
way would be to look at each road &
only leave a road at 30mph is there is
a compelling reason.
20’s Plenty for Chester is in full
agreement. If you are too, please tell
your local councillor.
Contact 20’s Plenty for Chester:
chester@20splentyforus.org.uk

Road Layout Changes - Upper Northgate Street
Following concerns raised at a
recent Campaign meeting
regarding the forthcoming
changed road layout in
association with the new bus
interchange in Gorsestacks, we
have been in contact with the
Council to seek clarification.
We have been reassured by the
relevant officer from CWaC
Highways that cyclists will be
able to travel in both directions
(into and out of the city) after
the highway changes have been
implemented, although at the
junction with Canal Street/
George Street cyclists (along with taxis and buses) will have to give way at the junction.
The right turn junction for cyclists down into Delamere Street from Upper Northgate Street will be slightly amended
but it will still be possible and legal to reach the crossing of the Inner Ring Road near the Northgate Arena
into Newtown/St Anne's and Hoole.

Dashcam Process
In order for Cheshire Police to deal with your reported incident YOU MUST:
Have clear footage that identifies the full vehicle registration of the incident you are reporting.
Report the incident via the Dashcam Submission form within 72 hours of the date of the incident you are reporting.
The submission must only include: Your completed Dashcam Submission form, Your completed statement, A copy
of your footage / photographic evidence (captures the time around the incident).
Be willing to attend court if required to do so, otherwise Cheshire Police may not be able to deal with this
incident.
NOT delete, change or edit the original footage.
Keep the original footage stored securely on the device it was recorded to (i.e. a media storage card). It must
remain on that, just in case it’s needed and the case goes to court.
NOT post the file on social media in the future, and if you have already posted it on social media then please
remove it now.
NOT “share” the file with anybody including news agencies and media outlets – in any form. There are strict laws
governing evidence disclosure and any public airing can undermine any future prosecution.
NOT display details such as your own vehicle registration on your dash-cam footage as we may need to pass your
footage to the other driver if it is contested.
NOT supply footage that contains audio as we may need to pass it to the other driver if contested. If you submit
your footage with audio, any personal conversations would be heard by the other driver.
Be aware that ALL offences will be dealt with. It is your responsibility as a driver to uphold the law (i.e. not
commit offences yourself).
All decisions are final and we will not enter into a debate over the decision but please be assured our goal is to
take every opportunity to influence future behaviour of wayward road users. Please do not be discouraged
from sending future incidents.
We will keep you updated and you will be notified when the matter has been concluded.
Once concluded, you can do as you wish with the original file/ footage.
Please note that any edited footage supplied to Cheshire Police will become their property once received and could
be used for any Policing purpose.
Thank you for your support in helping to make the roads Cheshire safer.

Keep in touch
We aim to encourage more people to travel around the
local area using one of the most environmentally benign
modes of transport it is possible to use.

www

The Campaign website is the “go to” place
to find out about cycling matters in and
around Chester: www.chestercycling.org
Our Facebook page “Chester Cycling
Campaign” often shares great ideas and
good news about cycling - follow us to get
our updates and news.

Twitter - Follow our twitter feed and
contribute to the discussions!
@Chester_Cycling is our twitter feed!
We have a cycling discussion group “Cyclomania” hosted by Yahoo which
provides a lively discussion forum for things
cycling in the Chester/North Wales area ask to be a “subscriber” at:
cyclomania-subscribe@yahoogroups.com

