
The Council has responded to requests by Chester 

Cycling Campaign and installed road markings to clarify 

the cycle route up George Street.  If you are cycling 

from Frodsham Street, you use the shared pedestrian & 

cycle path on Gorse Stacks, then follow the “Cyclists 

Rejoin Carriageway” sign & join the road, which now 

has a clearly marked cycle route.  It has taken since the 

bus interchange opened in June 2017 until now to get 

the markings installed.  Once the Council’s principal 

engineer for highways was made aware - by Chester 

Cycling Campaign - of the dangerous situation, he acted 

quickly to have markings installed.  We are grateful for 

his intervention. 

There is a problem of cycle routes not being seen as 

important by planners and developers.  Planning cycle 

routes is all too often overlooked or ignored.  

Chester Cycling Campaign members keep an eye on 

local planning & development then report deficiencies 

in cycling provision to the Council.  We believe that 

many more Chester residents would choose to travel 

by bike if provision for cycling in Chester was better. 

If you feel the same, please join us! 
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Before: no road markings 
After: clear road markings 





How you can help: 
 

• Join the Campaign using the form overleaf 
• Take part in our campaign initiatives 
• Send us ideas for improving cycling facilities 
• Make a donation  
• Spread the word! 

CHESTER CYCLING CAMPAIGN 

Cycling is healthy, cheap, fast, and clean.  

It could be a key part of solving our 

transport problems and ensuring the 

prosperity of Chester.  Chester Cycling 

Campaign is working towards a better, 

greener city by making cycling a safe and 

attractive transport option. 
 
The Campaign supports the work of 20’s 

Plenty, a national organisation formed to 

campaign for the implementation of 20 mph as 

the default speed limit on residential roads in 

the UK.   

We are also campaigning for: 

 100 km of cycle routes around the city 

 safe routes to schools 

 better city centre access 

 two-way cycle flows on one-way streets 

 free carriage of bikes on trains  

 better bike parking facilities 

Chester Cycling Campaign Website:  www.chestercyclecity.org 

Chester Cycling Campaign Email:  enquiries@chestercyclecity.org 

mailto:enquiries@chestercyclecity.org


Name   

Address   

Post Code   

Phone   

Email   

If you are happy to receive your Campaign bulletins by e-mail and to be notified of Campaign 

activities by email, please tick here:    

Individual Membership    £10.00  

Unwaged / Student     £5.00  

Family Membership   £15.00  

Life Membership £100.00  

Membership is valid until end of September during year of joining.   

Join after April 1st and your membership is valid until the end of September in the following year! 

Please tell us how you heard about the Chester Cycling Campaign: 

Chester Cycling Campaign website   Local Event  

Friend  Local Press  

Cycling Matters! Newsletter  Social Network  

Other – please state:    

 

I enclose an additional donation of £ ________ 

 

I agree to this information being placed on an electronic database for Campaign purposes only. 

 

 

Signed   ___________________________________      Date  _____________ 

 

Please send completed form & cheque (payable to Chester Cycling Campaign) to:  

 

Chester Cycling Campaign Membership Secretary 

1 King's Crescent West 

Chester 

CH3 5TQ 

Join the Chester Cycling Campaign! 
Join online via our website or fill in the form below and send to us 



 

During the 16 months that the Northgate Cut has been closed (see the good news in 

the item opposite, about work to reopen it finally starting) Chester Cycling Campaign has 

been in regular contact with the Council, urging them to work with the Canal and River 

Trust to resolve their dispute over who should pick up the bill for the necessary work on 

the rock face. 

The Northgate Cut is a handy route through the centre of the city & is heavily used by 

cyclists and pedestrians.  During its closure, alternative routes such as along Gorse Stacks 

and George Street (see the front page item about our success on that route) had to be 

used. 

In November 2018, one year after the towpath closure, a member of the Chester Cycling 

Campaign, Craig Steeland, and our local MP, Chris Matheson, spoke out publicly regarding 

the growing frustration about the continued closure in an interview for BBC Radio 

Merseyside. 

The Campaign is grateful to Phil McCann, the BBC Radio Political Reporter for Cheshire, 

for making the recording available for our use on the Campaign’s website.  You can listen 

to it on the website: 

https://www.chestercyclecity.org/canal-towpath-closed-again/ 

 

2018 was a busy year for Chester Cycling Campaign.  Here are just some of the things we did: 

 Became an important member of the Council’s new Active Travel Forum and encouraged other pedestrian and cycling groups to become involved.  Began input to the 

Council’s work on developing a Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plan, which will be an important part of our work in 2019. 

 Monitored planning applications throughout the year.  Raised issues with six developments during 2018, including the big development at Wrexham Road, to which we 

objected on the basis of lack of suitable infrastructure to cycle from the development into Chester City Centre.   In four other cases, the Campaign’s representations resulting 

in changes to the applicable planning conditions.  Ensured that “change of use” planning applications include secure under cover cycle storage. 

 Responded to local and national consultations affecting cycling: the Council’s Low Emission Strategy (see item opposite) & the Government's Cycling and Walking Investment 

Strategy safety review call for evidence. 

 Developed partnership working with both the Cycling North Cheshire Campaign and the Chester Sustainability Forum Cycling sub-group  Worked with Chester Sustainability 

Forum Cycling sub-group on the development of a updated Cycling Strategy for CWAC. 

 Established good working relationships with Councillors and Council officers who control projects which affect cycling in Chester. 

 Worked with senior council officers and the press with regard to the risk to cyclists in Gorse Stacks in front of the Bus Interchange, resulting in the installation of new road 

markings. 

 Campaigned to complete the “missing link” in order to create a continuous cycle route between the existing Riverside Path and the River Dee Path across the Shropshire 

Union canal outlet on New Crane Street.  This was a huge amount of work and resulted in a shared-use path to enable cyclists to avoid joining the road. 

 Surveyed all the GP Surgeries in Chester for their cycle friendliness. 

 Campaigned for a safer environment for cyclists on A540. 

 Organised family friendly cycle rides. 

 Maintained and further developed the Campaign website, which is often complemented on its professionalism. 

Please consider joining us and helping with our work to make Chester a more cycle-friendly city. 
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The towpath in the Northgate Cut has been 

shut for over 16 months due to safety 
concerns about loose material on the rock 

face alongside the towpath.  This has led to 
increasing frustration amongst towpath users 

who have been inconvenienced by the loss of 
this handy route. 

On 30 January 2019 Cheshire West and 
Chester Council announced that “Canal & 

River Trust and Cheshire West and Chester 
Council have agreed a joint programme of 

works on the rock cutting alongside the 
Shropshire Union Canal at Northgate, 
Chester to enable the towpath  

to open as soon as possible”. 

Work will begin on Monday 4 February, initially to clear vegetation from the area, then to closely 

inspect the rock face, after which loose rock will be then removed and made safe.  
The work is expected to take around two and half months. 

The Council’s Cabinet Member for Environment, Councillor Karen Shore said:   
“We appreciate how frustrating the closure has been for local residents and visitors but there is a 

risk of falling rock from the face of the cutting.  Our priority is always to keep visitors and residents 
safe”. 

Sally Boddy, regional engineer from Canal & River Trust said: “We’re pleased to be working jointly 

with Cheshire West & Chester Council to get the popular towpath in Chester opened.  We know 

how upsetting it has been for everyone who uses this vital resource in the city centre 

and we apologise for the delay.” 

Keep in touch 
We aim to encourage more people to travel 

around the local area using one of the most 
environmentally benign modes of transport 

it is possible to use. 

The Campaign website is 

the “go to” place to find out 
about cycling matters in and 

around Chester: 
www.chestercycling.org 

Our Facebook page 
“Chester Cycling Campaign” 

often shares great ideas and 

good news about cycling - 
follow us to get our updates 

and news. 

Twitter - Follow our twitter 

feed and contribute to the 

discussions! 

@Chester_Cycling is our 

twitter feed! 

We have a cycling 

discussion group - 

“Cyclomania” hosted by 

Yahoo which provides a lively 

discussion forum for things 

cycling in the Chester/North Wales area - ask to 

be a “subscriber” at: 

cyclomania-

subscribe@yahoogroups.com 

www 

BBC Radio interview for Campaign member Work Begins to Reopen Canal Towpath 

In January 2018, we responded to Cheshire West 

and Chester ’s  draft  Low Emis s ion Strategy ,  which 

seeks to reduce road traf f ic  emiss ions ,  the most 

s ign i f icant local  source of po l lut ion in the 

Borough.  

We were astonished to see that the f i rs t  dra ft  put 

out by CWAC did not inc lude  effect ive measures 

to promote cyc l ing and walk ing .   And i t  d id not 

even ment ion that CWAC has a Cyc l ing St rategy!  

Thanks to our input ,  the re are now 2 extra 

categor ies  for act ion:  Cycl ing Ini t iat ives  and 

Walk ing  In it iat ives .   The Cyc l ing In i t iat ives  are 

“To support and enhance ex i s t ing po l icy to  increase cyc l ing as a means to undertaking  shorter tr ips  

to  access  jobs ,  educat ion and local  serv ices  by improv ing safety ,  chal leng ing people ’s  percept ions of 

cyc l ing and promot ing a cyc le fr iendly cu l ture .”  

The f in ished Low Emiss ion St rategy was adopted by the Counc i l  in September 2018.  Whi ls t  we are 
p leased that our input has had an effect ,  many of our p roposals  -  such as real locat ing road space 

to g ive more to pedestr ians and cyc l i s ts  and less  to  motor ised vehic les ,  and g iv ing more pr ior i ty  to  

pedestr ians over traf f ic  f low -  were not adopted.   We consequent ly  s t i l l  fee l  that p lenty more needs 

to be done to encourage people to cyc le and walk ins tead of dr ive for short  journeys in & around 

Chester ,  espec ia l ly  as  Chester Ci ty Centre became an Ai r Qual i ty  Management Area in  May 2017.  

Premature deaths in Cheshire West and Chester ar is ing f rom poor a ir qual i ty  are es t imated at 290 

per year .   S imi la r ly  for eve ry  premature death there wi l l  be an increase in the number of people 

requi r ing medical  t reatment and the heal th of everyone is  put at r i sk .  

Chester wi l l  be a much more  p leasant ,  people - fr iendly c i t y  when we make i t  more cyc le -

fr iend ly !   The Campaign is  working to do th is .  

What Chester Cycling Campaign did in 2018. Campaign Success in Low Emission Strategy 

The towpath closed in November 2017 
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