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Danger for cyclists in George Street
Beware if you are planning to cycle
along Gorse Stacks and up George
Street. You will be fine along the
shared pedestrian & cycle path on
Gorse Stacks, but then the
“Cyclists Rejoin Carriageway” sign
directs you to join the road. At this
point, take great care, as you may come
face to face with a driver who assumes
that the road is one-way here. It isn’t!
It is 2-way here (to allow buses to turn
right out of the new bus station and go
up George Street) and becomes oneway a little further along.
The problem is that there is no signage
to make this clear to drivers.
Here is an excellent photo of the issue,
taken by a Campaign member. The taxi
is travelling on the wrong side of the
road at the exact point where cyclists
are meant to rejoin the carriageway from the shared use path!
This is all the more important whilst the canal towpath route from Cow Lane Bridge
to Northgate Locks is closed, as many cyclists will use Gorse Stacks and George
Street as the alternative route.
The issue has been reported to the Council on several occasions by members of the
Campaign. We are urging the Council to accept our recommendations for
measures which will make this junction safer for cyclists.
Printed on recycled paper

CHESTER CYCLING CAMPAIGN
Cycling is healthy, cheap, fast, and clean.
It could be a key part of solving our
transport problems and ensuring the
prosperity of Chester. Chester Cycling
Campaign is working towards a better,
greener city by making cycling a safe and
attractive transport option.
The Campaign supports the work of 20’s
Plenty, a national organisation formed to
campaign for the implementation of 20 mph as
the default speed limit on residential roads in
the UK.
We are also campaigning for:
 100 km of cycle routes around the city
 safe

routes to schools

 better

city centre access

 two-way
 free

cycle flows on one-way streets

carriage of bikes on trains

 better

bike parking facilities

Chester Cycling Campaign Website: www.chestercyclecity.org
Chester Cycling Campaign Email: enquiries@chestercyclecity.org

How you can help:
•
•
•
•
•

Join the Campaign using the form overleaf
Take part in our campaign initiatives
Send us ideas for improving cycling facilities
Make a donation
Spread the word!

Join the Chester Cycling Campaign!
Join online via our website or fill in the form below and send to us

Name:

Address:

Postcode:
Phone:
E-mail:
If you are happy to receive our newsletters and be notified of
Campaign activities by E-mail, thus conserving Campaign funds,
please tick here: 
Individual Membership

£5.00

Under 16 / Student / Unwaged / Senior

£3.00

Family / Household Membership

£10.00

Life Membership

£50.00

Annual membership is valid until the end of September during the year of joining join after April 1st and your membership is valid until the end of September in the
following year!!
I enclose an additional donation of £ …………
I agree to this information being placed on electronic database for Campaign purposes
only.

Signed: ……………………………………… Date: ……………….
Please send completed form and cheque (Payable to Chester
Cycling Campaign) to:
Chester Cycling Campaign Membership Secretary
1, Kings Crescent West, Chester CH3 5TQ

CCC response to Government’s Cycling & Walking Consultation

Active Travel Forum will start in June

Chester Cycling Campaign responded to the Government’s recent “Cycling and Walking Investment Strategy Safety Review: Call
for Evidence”. The aim of this Call for Evidence was “to support an open and comprehensive review of how we can address
the issues that cyclists and pedestrians face, or perceive, when using our road infrastructure, to support the Government’s
aim of increasing cycling and walking.”
We put forward many ideas, some of which were:

Cheshire West and Chester Council are to set up an Active Travel
Forum, which aims to improve the health of Cheshire West and Chester
residents by promoting journeys made by physically active means, like walking or
cycling.

 Increase investment: expenditure on cycling & waking must be increased to a much higher proportion of the road/transport budget. Divert money from spending on vehicle









facilities to cycle facilities. The £1.2 billion of Government funding which is available to local bodies over five years (2016-17 until 2020-21) or cycling and walking, is not
enough. The convenience of cars only exists due to the gargantuan expenditure by government on infrastructure designed specifically for vehicles. If even a fraction of this had
been spent on cycle infrastructure, cycle use would surely equal car use.
Presumed liability in road collisions should be introduced, so that drivers of vehicles are presumed liable when in collision with pedestrians or cyclists, until proven otherwise.
Other European countries have this already.
Sentences for dangerous and bad driving are unduly lenient. In too many cases, magistrates & judges currently consider the driver’s needs over the needs of the victim.
Include safe distances for vehicles passing cyclists in The Highway Code.
Revalidation for drivers: driving tests should be re-taken every 5 years. Revalidation (rather than just continuing education) has become normal for doctors & other health
professionals. Driving involves operating potentially lethal machinery, so regular revalidation should be mandatory.
Driving tests (for all types of vehicle) should include successful completion of a cycle training course, (with appropriate simulation for anyone unable to do the practical) so that
drivers understand what cyclists need to do on the road. This would also have the benefit of giving most of the population good cycle training.
Eye testing for vehicle licensing should be carried out by an independent authority. A GP’s responsibility is the healthcare of their patient, not vehicle licensing.
It is particularly important that women are encouraged to adopt cycling, as they will have a big influence on teaching children to cycle.

Report Hazardous Potholes
Potholes in roads present a
particular hazard for cyclists –
either because we have to
swerve to avoid them, or, if we
ride over a pothole, we risk
coming off our bikes, or
incurring damage to the bike.
Roads in Chester are in a poor
state of repair at the moment.
The potholes which have
appeared around grids are a particular problem to cyclists, as they are in our line
of travel.
It is still worth reporting potholes and other road dangers to the Council, as they
are usually prompt in responding. One Campaign member found that the Council
had filled a hole in his road within 48 hours of it being reported through Cycling
UK’s “Fill That Hole” website: https://www.fillthathole.org.uk
Any member of the public can visit the “Fill That Hole” website to report
potholes in the road. All reports are forwarded on to the relevant Highway
Authority for priority action.
Or you can report directly on the Council’s website:
https://maps.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/cwac/faultreporting
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Keep in touch
We aim to encourage more people to travel
around the local area using one of the most
environmentally benign modes of transport
it is possible to use.

www

The Campaign website is
the “go to” place to find out
about cycling matters in and
around Chester:
www.chestercycling.org
Our Facebook page
“Chester Cycling Campaign”
often shares great ideas and
good news about cycling follow us to get our updates
and news.
Twitter - Follow our twitter
feed and contribute to the
discussions!
@Chester_Cycling is our
twitter feed!

We have a cycling
discussion group “Cyclomania” hosted by
Yahoo which provides a lively
discussion forum for things
cycling in the Chester/North Wales area - ask to
be a “subscriber” at:
cyclomaniasubscribe@yahoogroups.com

Many other councils around the country already have Active Travel Forums.
The first meeting will be in June and it is open to any public organisation or
individual with a role in supporting active travel, so Chester Cycling Campaign will
of course be involved and we already have a list of issues to raise.
We hope that the Forum will bring about a real change in attitudes and Council
policies, so that Chester can become the cycle-friendly city it should be.
If you would like to help us make Chester a more cycle-friendly city, please come
along to one of our meetings. They are on the first Wednesday of every month
(except for January when the meeting takes place on either the first or the second
Wednesday - it will be specified on the website) at 7:30 p.m. in the
Upstairs Meeting Room (follow the signs) of the Custom House Pub, 67 Watergate
Street Chester CH1 2LB.
Or drop us a line via the website: http://www.chestercyclecity.org/contact-us

It’s Summer! Try one of our bike ride routes
Summer is here, so it’s the ideal time to enjoy trips
out on bikes.
Chester Cycling Campaign’s website has seven Family
Cycle Rides which have been planned with all
members of the family in mind.
The routes use quiet lanes, established cycle routes
and canal tow paths wherever possible, except for
some occasional short sections on busier roads. All rides are between 15 and 20 miles in
length, and are suitable for families with children, either riding their own bikes or riding on a
trailer bike. Some rides include short off-road sections.
The directions also include a description of a minor road alternative. For each route, there is
a map to download.
The 7 rides are: The River Dee Round, The Backford Beat, The Hockenhull Hobble,
The Capenhurst Caper, The Manley Meander, The Dodleston Doddle & The Zoo Circular.
Whilst not strictly considered as one of the family rides, The Burton Warbler route would be
ideal for families with teenagers.

Find the details on our website: http://www.chestercyclecity.org/category/routes/
family-routes

