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20mph - excellent first year results!
Cheshire West and Chester Council (CWAC) has
published an evaluation of the first full year of their 20
mph speed limit programme.
The results speak for themselves:

 A 65% reduction in road traffic collisions
 A 40% reduction in Killed and Seriously Injured (KSI)
road traffic collisions

 A 69% reduction in Slight road traffic collisions
 A total of 15% less vehicles travelling above 25 mph
(based on traffic daily flow)

 A an overall reduction of 0.4 mph in average speed



across all schemes after year 1(which may not seem
much, but is an average - remember some residential roads will have had low average speeds already)
A cost saving to the community in road traffic collisions of £2.6m (based on the Department for



Transport’s current average cost of a road traffic collision)
Very few complaints from local residents since the 20 mph speed limits were introduced. The few
complaints that have been received were predominately why roads within the scheme areas were
not included in the 20 mph programme!

Several areas in Chester were amongst those implemented in the first year:
Hoole, Lache, Upton East, Handbridge, Blacon North, Saughall & Christleton.
Newton, Vicars Cross, Huntington & Bache were implemented in year 2 but have
not yet had their one-year evaluation.
Other areas in Chester are either in Year 3, which is in progress, or will be implemented in year 4, next
year.
When you drive, you can help by keeping to the 20mph limit, so that you encourage other
drivers to do the same and it becomes the “new normal” in residential areas.
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CHESTER CYCLING CAMPAIGN
Cycling is healthy, cheap, fast, and clean.
It could be a key part of solving our
transport problems and ensuring the
prosperity of Chester. Chester Cycling
Campaign is working towards a better,
greener city by making cycling a safe and
attractive transport option.
The Campaign supports the work of 20’s
Plenty, a national organisation formed to
campaign for the implementation of 20 mph as
the default speed limit on residential roads in
the UK.
We are also campaigning for:
 100 km of cycle routes around the city
 safe

routes to schools

 better

city centre access

 two-way
 free

cycle flows on one-way streets

carriage of bikes on trains

 better

bike parking facilities

Chester Cycling Campaign Website: www.chestercyclecity.org
Chester Cycling Campaign Email: enquiries@chestercyclecity.org

How you can help:
•
•
•
•
•

Join the Campaign using the form overleaf
Take part in our campaign initiatives
Send us ideas for improving cycling facilities
Make a donation
Spread the word!

Join the Chester Cycling Campaign!
Join online via our website or fill in the form below and send to us

Name:
Address:

Postcode:
Phone:
E-mail:
If you are happy to receive our newsletters and be notified of
Campaign activities by E-mail, thus conserving Campaign funds,
please tick here: 
Individual Membership

£5.00

Under 16 / Student / Unwaged / Senior

£3.00

Family / Household Membership

£10.00

Life Membership

£50.00

Annual membership is valid until the end of September during the year of joining join after April 1st and your membership is valid until the end of September in the
following year!!
I enclose an additional donation of £ …………
I agree to this information being placed on electronic database for Campaign purposes
only.

Signed: ……………………………………… Date: ……………….
Please send completed form and cheque (Payable to Chester
Cycling Campaign) to:
Chester Cycling Campaign Membership Secretary
1, Kings Crescent West, Chester CH3 5TQ

Sustrans Review of Cycle Network – Comments Invited
Sustrans has launched the outcome report following their first review of the 16,575-mile
Network. In their ‘Paths for Everyone’ report, they set out the current state of the 23year-old Network and a long-term plan to make it traffic-free and to tackle deficiencies in
the quality of many of the routes.
Problems identified include poor surfaces and barriers that prevent access for users,
particularly those with adapted bikes or prams. Tackling safety and improving access for
disabled people are Sustrans’ top priorities for the future of the network. The report’s
findings include that:



0nly 54% of the Network is currently suitable for a 12-year-old to use safely, a road

safety benchmark set by the UK Government



just over a third of the paths on the Network (32%) are separated from motor traffic



on-road sections account for 68% of routes on the Network and include nearly 2,000

miles of busy A and B roads
More positively, the report sets out a number of ‘activation’ projects to act as demonstrations of the improvements needed. One such project is local to
Chester. Sustrans plan to build an off-road link between Connah’s Quay and Flint on NCN 5 to make this section safer and more attractive. This is very
welcome news. Sustrans hope that this project can be realised within a 2 to 3 year timescale.
Sustrans has also set up an interactive map allowing members of the public to mark up the map with local cycle network issues. People can also vote for
problems reported by others. Already a number of local Chester issues have been reported. Use links from the Campaign’s website to read the report and/
or to make comments. You can also agree with comments made by other people.

Want a bike for Christmas?
Chester has two places where you can pick up a great value bike, whether for a Christmas
present for a child, an adult (or maybe yourself!) - or for getting going on your New Year’s
resolution to get fitter!
Both are social enterprises which take donations of unwanted bikes, refurbish them & sell them
on at affordable prices.
Bren bikes provides supported work experience for people with
learning disabilities. As well as refurbishing donated bikes, it
also provides a professional maintenance and repair service.
Bren Bikes, Live New Scene, Newton Lane, Chester, CH2 2HH.
See the Bren Bikes Facebook page or call 07975 607688.

The Blacon bike refurbishment project is in
the Old Library, Western Avenue, Blacon, Chester, CH1 5QY,
in the same building as Chester Used Furniture Enterprise.
See CUFE Facebook page or call 01244 379293.
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Keep in touch
We aim to encourage more people to travel
around the local area using one of the most
environmentally benign modes of transport
it is possible to use.

www

The Campaign website is
the “go to” place to find out
about cycling matters in and
around Chester:
www.chestercycling.org

Chester MP raises funding queries
A number Campaign members
recently wrote to Chris
Matheson ,the MP for Chester
(pictured), about lack of government
funding for local authorities to
develop Local Cycling and Walking
Infrastructure Plans (LCWIP).
The government’s ambition is to
make walking and cycling the
natural choices for shorter journeys
or as part of a longer journey &
acknowledges that realising this
ambition will take sustained
investment in cycling and walking infrastructure. Local authorities should develop LCWIP - a strategic
approach to improving the conditions for walking and cycling in a local area.
This is very encouraging, but local authorities need to find the money to firstly to develop the plan, then to
develop the infrastructure.
Chris took up our cause & wrote to Jesse Norman, the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for Roads,
Local Transport & Devolution. Chris said:
“My constituents have raised significant concerns ….Chester is not among the 44 areas receiving Department
for Transport support to develop a LCWIP & councils are struggling to find the resources to produce one. I
would be grateful if you advise what action the Government is taking to address this key issue & to support
local authorities like ours to draw up & build infrastructure identified in LCWIPs.”
Thank you Chris for your support.

Lifetime Achievement Award for Eureka Café
The iconic & nationally known
Eureka Café in Two Mills won the
Lifetime Achievement award at
Cycling UK’s Cyclist Café of the
Year Awards, presented at the Big
Bike Celebration on the 6th
October in Harrogate.

Our Facebook page
“Chester Cycling Campaign”
often shares great ideas and
good news about cycling follow us to get our updates
and news.

The café, known to regulars as the
Mills, has been serving cyclists
since 1929 & was nominated by
its cyclist customers, who praised
the café’s delicious range of food, welcoming atmosphere and iconic local status.

Twitter - Follow our twitter
feed and contribute to the
discussions!
@Chester_Cycling is our
twitter feed!

Owner Anne Peek, who has been running the cafe for 17 years, said: "This award is not just for us, it is for our amazing
customers too. It is the people who make a place. "So many of them have stories to tell about cycling in the area - Eureka is
a real community. We are only a little café, but it's a place where people love to come by bike to."

We have a cycling
discussion group “Cyclomania” hosted by
Yahoo which provides a lively
discussion forum for things
cycling in the Chester/North Wales area - ask to
be a “subscriber” at:
cyclomaniasubscribe@yahoogroups.com

Popular items on the menu include 'beans and spare' - which is beans on toast with extra toast. There is also the special
cheese mixture, a recipe passed down from the original founders of the café.
Eureka has an interesting history; the name is supposedly from when a sailor returned to Two Mills looking for his long-lost
love, and on finding her shouted “Eureka!”
The Eureka Café is located It is approximately 6 Miles from Chester, at Two Mills, Woodbank on the A540 next to the
intersection with the A550.

