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The quarterly newsletter of the Chester Cycling Campaign

New Membership Benefits
Chester Cycling Campaign works hard to make Chester a more cycle-friendly city.
Your membership card entitles you to receive a discount at our local independent
retail partners:

 Bike Factory on Boughton – offering a
10% discount on bikes, parts and
accessories (excluding labour, special
offers and sale items).

 Reduced rate on Cycling UK affiliate
membership.

 New this year: Chester Towbars on

Minerva Avenue – a 10% discount on
the retail price of fitted towbars, and
free assembly and set up plus a free
number plate with the purchase of any
cycle carrier.
You could recover the cost of your
membership with one purchase!



Also new this year are free bike
safety checks. A member with knowledge
& expertise will carry out a 30-point
checklist on your bike at your home &
do minor repairs like punctures, brake
adjustments & derailleur gear
adjustments. If a qualified cycle mechanic
is needed, we can suggest places to try.
If you’re not already a member, please
join us! Use the form on the back of this
newsletter, or join online at:
www.chestercyclecity.org/membership/
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CHESTER CYCLING CAMPAIGN
Cycling is healthy, cheap, fast, and clean.
It could be a key part of solving our
transport problems and ensuring the
prosperity of Chester. Chester Cycling
Campaign is working towards a better,
greener city by making cycling a safe and
attractive transport option.
The Campaign supports the work of 20’s
Plenty, a national organisation formed to
campaign for the implementation of 20 mph as
the default speed limit on residential roads in
the UK.
We are also campaigning for:
 100 km of cycle routes around the city
 safe

routes to schools

 better

city centre access

 two-way
 free

cycle flows on one-way streets

carriage of bikes on trains

 better

bike parking facilities

Chester Cycling Campaign Website: www.chestercyclecity.org
Chester Cycling Campaign Email: enquiries@chestercyclecity.org

How you can help:
•
•
•
•
•

Join the Campaign using the form overleaf
Take part in our campaign initiatives
Send us ideas for improving cycling facilities
Make a donation
Spread the word!

Join the Chester Cycling Campaign!
Join online via our website or fill in the form below and send to us
Name
Address
Post Code
Phone
Email
If you are happy to receive your Campaign bulletins by e-mail and to be notified of Campaign
activities by email, please tick here:
Individual Membership

£10.00

Unwaged / Student

£5.00

Family Membership

£15.00

Life Membership

£100.00

Membership is valid until end of September during year of joining.
Join after April 1st and your membership is valid until the end of September in the following year!
Please tell us how you heard about the Chester Cycling Campaign:
Chester Cycling Campaign website

Local Event

Friend

Local Press

Cycling Matters! Newsletter

Social Network

Other – please state:

I enclose an additional donation of £ ________
I agree to this information being placed on an electronic database for Campaign purposes only.
Signed ___________________________________

Date _____________

Please send completed form & cheque (payable to Chester Cycling Campaign) to:
Chester Cycling Campaign Membership Secretary
1 King's Crescent West
Chester
CH3 5TQ

Air Quality Action Plan - Chester City Centre Consultation
Nitrogen dioxide (NO2) levels have been consistently above the national annual objective in Chester, so much so
that in May 2017, the Council declared an Air Quality Management Area (AQMA) covering the whole of Chester
city centre & including stretches of major approach roads leading to the city: Boughton, Hoole Way, Liverpool
Road, Parkgate Road & Grosvenor roundabout near Chester Castle.
The main source of the pollution is traffic emissions & the Council have been exploring measures to reduce these
emissions.
The Council have formulated an Action Plan. But the Campaign is puzzled, astonished & dismayed to see that it
does not include measures to provide safe cycling infrastructure so that people will feel safe enough to choose to
cycle for short journeys in Chester. The Council has declared a Climate Emergency, so surely it is top priority to
help people to travel sustainably?
The Council is currently inviting comments on the Action Plan. There is a 12 week consultation period which closes on 26 January 2020. Results of this consultation will be
available in April 2020.
The Campaign is formulating a response. It will include the need for:
 Road space reallocation to walking & cycling.
 20mph speed limits throughout the whole of the AQMA, not just the side roads.
 Examining how children travel to school (school drop-offs in cars contribute to pollution).
 Improved cycle route selection tools.
Please add your voice - look at the Air Quality Action Plan from the Consultation section of the Council’s new “Participate Now” website:
participatenow.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/ or the “Get Involved” section on inside.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/ . Please respond to the online survey, or
request a paper copy of the survey. Comments can also be emailed. Note that it is not on the Council’s main website.

Well done Nic on dropped kerbs!

Picture shows the new pedestrian &
cyclist crossing on the A41 from Pearl
Lane towards Littleton.

Assiduous Campaign members Nic & Monica have
managed to persuade the Council to make a very
minor but very important change to the new
pedestrian & cyclist crossing on the A41 from Pearl
Lane towards Littleton. Nic pointed out that the
simple matter of a dropping the kerb at the junction
of Border Way & Pearl Lane would make it much
easier for cyclists (& wheelchair or pushchair users)
to negotiate the new crossing being installed there.
Monica referred the suggestion to the Council &
the kerb was dropped whilst contractors were
installing the crossing.

Nic also had success with getting a kerb lowered for
users of Tesco in Sealand Road. The high kerb leading from the Tesco car park onto the Sealand
Road cycle path was a problem, especially if cycling back fully laden. Nic wrote to the manager of
the Tesco store - Warren Sheady - who responded very quickly (within 2 hours of delivering the
letter!). He then initiated the works to get a dropped kerb installed. The Campaign would like to
thank Warren for responding so positively & promptly.
Small details make so much difference! Thank you Nic, Monica, Warren & the Council.
If you know of other kerbs that need dropping, please let us know. You can also report it on the
Council’s website www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/ under “Report a Highways issue”.
If you can’t find an appropriate category, just choose the nearest & explain in the
space provided.
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Keep in touch
We aim to encourage more people to travel
around the local area using one of the most
environmentally benign modes of transport
it is possible to use.

www

The Campaign website is
the “go to” place to find
out about cycling matters
in and around Chester:
https://www.chestercyclecity.org/
Our Facebook page
“Chester Cycling
Campaign” often shares
great ideas and good news
about cycling - follow us to
get our updates and news.
Twitter - Follow our
Twitter feed and contribute
to the discussions!
@Chester_Cycling

A51 Tarvin to Chester - Road Improvement
Cheshire West and Chester Council (CWAC) has approved a plan for over £7M to be spent upgrading the A51 between
Tarvin & Chester, at the end of 2020 & early 2021. CWAC’s financial contribution is around 50% of the £7M total.
The aim is to reduce journey times, reduce rear-end shunts, reduce turning-related accidents at junctions along the A51
& reduce pollution by keeping traffic moving. Also planned is “improved infrastructure for cyclists & pedestrians to
increase the use of active travel modes & connect communities”.
But the Campaign thinks that:
 The plans as proposed will not produce a cycling infrastructure which is good enough to encourage people to try
riding between Tarvin & Chester. It is only 6 miles & is the sort of distance CWAC should be encouraging people to
cycle instead of drive, to improve health, reduce pollution & reduce traffic congestion.
 Until improvements to the A55/A51 roundabout are delivered under a separate, but later, project (delivered by the
Highways Agency) there will be very little traffic flow improvement with the £7m A51 scheme.
Campaign members met with Council officers recently to propose changes to the planned design. It was pleasing that the
officers had walked the entire length of the existing shared-use (walking & cycling) path between Littleton & Tarvin & so
recognised the hazards.
The Campaign proposed:
1. A 3 metre width cycle way being created “where feasible”.
2. Railings should be installed where the cycleway width is under 3m especially at the Gowy crossing at Stamford Bridge.
3. Bicycles, especially e-bikes, are increasingly being used as mobility aids. The cycleway should be designed to be wide
enough & accessible enough for adapted bikes & trikes. This would ensure that cargo bikes & bikes with trailers
could use it with ease.
4. Cycleways should be clear of lamp-posts, traffic signs or street furniture.
5. At all crossings, but especially where school children cross, such as at Hare Lane, islands should be longer to
accommodate more cyclists at one time.
6. There should be more signage that it is a shared path, so that everyone is aware of the fact that cyclists are entitled
to use the pavement as a safer alternative to the very busy road.
7. Surfaces need to be maintained in good condition, paths need to be kept clear of vegetation.
We look forward to seeing the final design as soon as it becomes available.

Cyclists Wanted to help Chester’s Neuro Therapy Centre
Are you looking for a cycling fundraising
challenge? If so, the Neuro Therapy Centre
based in Saltney would love you to raise
money for them.
One of our active campaigners - Eileen
Morgan - is a user of the Centre, which
supports over 500 people across North Wales,
Cheshire, Wirral and Merseyside. It employs a
range of healthcare professionals who can
offer support and therapies to people living with various neurological conditions such as Multiple Sclerosis,
Parkinson’s, Fibromyalgia & Motor Neurone Disease.
2020 is the Centre’s 35th year & is also a Paralympics year. The aim is to raise £35K by sponsored cycling
or walking the collective target of 5897 miles - the distance between Chester & Tokyo, where the
Paralympics will be held - between January & August 25th, the start of the Paralympics.
Participants will be asked to register, raise sponsorship and regularly update the Neuro Therapy Centre on
how far they have travelled, which will be added to the collective total on a regular basis.
Why not join them on this epic challenge and make a real difference to people in our region living with
long-term degenerative conditions?
For further information please contact Shannah The Neuro Centre's Community Fundraiser on:
fundraising@neurotherapycentre.org

