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Experimental Active Travel Lanes Paused 

in Boughton & Upton 

The Experimental Active Travel Lanes (EATLs) in 

Boughton and Upton were paused on 1st March. 

The Boughton and Upton EATLs became operational in 

October, in accordance with the Government’s scheme 

for fast-tracked, “experimental” infrastructure to 

reallocate road space to help people resume travel post 

lockdown, following large numbers of people having 

taken up cycling during the first lockdown in March 

2020. 

The government required that the schemes be installed 

very rapidly and time was not allowed for consultation.  

These experimental schemes were planned to be trials 

which can be changed quickly as needed.  Cheshire 

West and Chester Council introduced the EATLs in 

Boughton & Upton as “part of an innovative approach 

to encourage more people to cycle in a safe 

environment.  Buses, motorcycles and emergency 

vehicles will also make use of the space.” 

Vociferous opposition to these two EATLs soon 

followed, from car drivers complaining about the loss 

of road space for vehicles and demanding the lanes be 

removed.  In response, the Council set up a Sustainable Transport Task Force (STTF) to “consider what 

the opportunities and barriers may be to deliver ambitious inclusive walking, cycling, public transport and 

integrated transport projects and what can be done to secure positive outcomes.”  The Campaign is 

represented on the STTF. 

A STTF working group was tasked with responding within 2 months.  The group examined what little 

data was available, and concluded that the available data was inconclusive and based on unusual traffic 

volumes caused by Covid 19.  Thus their response  was to recommend to pause the lanes temporarily to 

give the time and space to look for adaptations or alternative solutions and to engage more fully with the 

community.  The Council accepted the recommendation and paused the EATLs on 1st March. 

The working group continues to meet regularly and work hard on solutions, which will be presented to 

the Council via the STTF. 

The Campaign view is that, whilst the EATLs are far from perfect (lanes shared with buses, taxis and 

motorcycles and starting and finishing in potentially heavy traffic), we fully support the Council in trialling 

ways to allocate more space, on and off the highway, to Active Travellers in general and to cyclists in 

particular. 

Chester city centre and Boughton is an Air Quality Management Area due to poor air quality.  We  have 

to keep working to mitigate problems caused by vehicles travelling into Chester city centre. 

You can show your support for sustainable travel solutions in several ways: 

• email TransportStrategy@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk 

• Contact your local Councillors. 

• Sign this petition. 

The Experimental Active Travel Lane on 

Boughton, when it was in operation. 
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Chester Cycling Campaign is grateful to 

 Bartlett’s Solicitors for supporting the production of 

 Cycling Matters! 



Page 4 

 

Countering the Backlash against the Experimental Active Travel Lanes 

A Facebook Page Supporting Sustainable Travel Solutions for Chester and a petition 
https://www.change.org/p/cheshire-west-and-chester-council-support-sustainable-transport-and-active-travel-solutions-in-chester 
have been started by a Campaign member, in response to the backlash against the Experimental Active Travel Lanes. 

The backlash came from a group called 'People Against Travel Lanes Chester' which emerged on Facebook soon after 

the EATLs came into operation. This social media group, sadly, does not allow any discussion of alternatives, with 

several campaign members having been 'excluded' from the page!  The group also raised a petition asking Cheshire 

West and Chester Council to remove the lanes.  This petition was presented at the Council meeting on 25th 

February.  Campaign members spoke at the meeting, urging the Council not to cancel the travel lanes.  The outcome 

of the meeting was that the Council resolved to: 

• ‘Pause’ the Tranche 1 Experimental Active Travel Lanes in Upton and Boughton in Chester 

• Commission, via the STTF, further investigations into solutions to improve Active Travel in relation to the 

Upton and Boughton corridors into the City of Chester 

• Work with different community groups and seek wider engagement. 

To show support for sustainable travel in Chester,  and to enable a reasoned debate, a Campaign member set up a 

Facebook group Supporting Sustainable Travel Solutions for Chester which has facilitated a much more positive 

discussion about the new measures as well as potential longer term solutions to promoting sustainable travel patterns 

in the City. 

The Campaign member also started a petition supporting active travel in Chester:  

Support Sustainable Transport and Active Travel Solutions in Chester which asks the Council to: 

• Resist calls by a vocal minority to cancel the Experimental Active Travel Lanes implemented on the A51, 

Grosvenor Bridge, and Liverpool Road. 

• Engage with residents. 

• Be ambitious for Chester. 

So far, more than 460 people have signed.  If you have not done so already, please add your support: 
https://www.change.org/p/cheshire-west-and-chester-council-support-sustainable-transport-and-active-travel-solutions-in-chester 

The Strava heatmap of Chester reveals that 

Boughton (A51) 

is used by cyclists more than  

the canal towpath. 

A safe cycling route on the A51 would help 

more people to get to Chester City Centre, 

and across town, by cycle. 

https://www.chestercyclecity.org/?mailpoet_router&endpoint=track&action=click&data=WyIxOCIsIjU5MTg1ZSIsIjI1IiwiODc3MmZjMzc4YzVkIixmYWxzZV0
https://www.chestercyclecity.org/?mailpoet_router&endpoint=track&action=click&data=WyI2NyIsImY3NzI3MyIsIjI5IiwiZGFiYzUyNjc2N2JkIixmYWxzZV0
https://www.chestercyclecity.org/?mailpoet_router&endpoint=track&action=click&data=WyIxOCIsIjU5MTg1ZSIsIjI1IiwiODc3MmZjMzc4YzVkIixmYWxzZV0
https://www.chestercyclecity.org/?mailpoet_router&endpoint=track&action=click&data=WyI2NyIsImY3NzI3MyIsIjI5IiwiZGFiYzUyNjc2N2JkIixmYWxzZV0
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Grosvenor Bridge Cycle Lanes Improved 

Advisory cycle lanes have 

been installed in both 

directions on Grosvenor 

Bridge, after consultation 

with the Campaign. 

Now cyclists feel safer, as 

vehicles generally keep 

away from the advisory 

lane.  The vehicle lane is 

now narrower, which 

encourages vehicles to 

slow down.  A 20mph 

speed limit is still in force 

over the bridge. 

These advisory cycle lanes also benefit pedestrians, who are now separated 

from passing vehicles by the width of the cycle lane.  We have received 

comments that this is particularly appreciated by people walking over the 

bridge with small children. 

The first measures for improving 

cycling across the bridge kept 

cyclists on the main carriageway in 

with vehicles. 

Plastic cylinders were installed to 

separate pedestrians from traffic on 

the road, but they did little to help 

cyclists. 

Whilst the new layout with 

advisory lanes is good for cyclists 

who are confident in traffic, it is, 

however, still a threatening 

environment for those cyclists who 

are less confident. 

The Campaign continues to work 

for a longer term solution, to make the Grosvenor Bridge safe - and feel 

safe - for cyclists of all abilities. 

The new advisory cycle lanes on Grosvenor Bridge 

First measures, with plastic skittles, which were 

of no benefit to cyclists. 
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2-Way Cycling on Frodsham Street Now Signed 
At last!  Cheshire West and Chester Council has recently put up signs saying that 2-way cycling (or, more correctly, 

contraflow cycling) on Frodsham Street is allowed. 

There is quite a history to this….Campaign members have been pressing for two way cycling to be allowed in 

Frodsham Street for over a decade. 

Frodsham Street was earmarked for improvement in 

the One City Plan in 2012.   At the time, it was a 

1960s-style traffic thoroughfare with narrow pavements 

- not a pleasant environment for pedestrians or 

cyclists. 

Plans for improvement were being finalised in 2016 

and the Campaign secured 2-way cycling.  Although in 

the original plans, 2-way cycling got omitted from a 

subsequent design.  When the Campaign realised this 

had happened, we campaigned again - and got 2-way 

cycling back in! 

Works were completed in April 2017, but signage was not 

put up, leading many people in Chester to think that  

2-way cycling was not permitted. 

In January 2020, a group expressed concerns to the Council 

about cyclists cycling 'the wrong way' on Frodsham Street. 

The Campaign heard about it and again leapt into action, 

reminding the Council that, legally, 2-way cycling is indeed 

allowed!  Technically, Frodsham Street is a one way road 

with contraflow pedal cycles. 

The Council resolved to put up signage as soon as 

practicable.  After delays to do with technicalities and Covid, 

signs have gone up recently, clarifying the issue for all users 

of Frodsham Street.  The Campaign is grateful to Andrew 

Coward at the Council who was very helpful in getting the 

signage installed. 

This has made visiting premises on Frodsham Street much more convenient for cyclists who do not need to use a 

long circular route for their return journey.  It is now a pleasant street to use, and in 2019 it was awarded The 

Healthy Street of the Year Award 2019. 

Frodsham Street is a good illustration of the tenacity of the Campaign - we had to fight for it 3 times!  

Frodsham Street, looking towards Eastgate Street, with contraflow 
cycling sign.  There is another sign further down the street. 

Frodsham Street, looking towards Cow Lane Bridge, 

with “Recommended route for pedal cycles” sign. 



Page 7 

 

Paths Widened in The Narrows Park 
More success for Eileen Morgan, the Campaign’s Inclusivity Officer - with help from, and thanks to, the Council 

and DJH Plant Hire. 

About lunchtime on Thursday 22nd October, Eileen Morgan, Inclusivity Officer for Chester Cycling Campaign, went 

to the Narrows Park in Hoole on her mountain trike wheelchair for a walk with her dog and a friend.  A large 

tractor was at the entrance of the park and workmen were busy repairing the existing path and dealing with 

the flooding problem.  The path is narrow and was due to remain at this width on completion of the 

work.  The tractor tyres had run along the edge of the path, making it wider, which gave Eileen the idea of it 

being an opportunity to ask for the path to be  widened for accessibility, especially for people using mobility 

aids like her mountain trike.  The workmen were very helpful & suggested Eileen contact Cheshire West and 

Chester Council, for whom they were carrying out the work.  

Within a couple of hours, Eileen had contacted the Council and received a call back.  The following morning 

Jason Lambert from the Council had contacted Eileen to discuss the work. He carried out an on-site visit and 

confirmed that the path would be widened to 1.5m.  By lunchtime on Friday it had all been arranged – within 

24 hours of the initial contact with the Council!  The work has now been completed.  The contractors, DJH Plant 

Hire, were very supportive of Eileen’s approach and worked with the Council to agree the new path width.  They 

were very happy to be involved in making the path more accessible for all.  

Eileen and the Campaign are very grateful to the Council for their prompt and efficient action.  They would also 

like to thank David, the boss at DJH Plant Hire, and his workers Shane, George & Adam, all of whom were very 

understanding and helpful. 

Eileen pictured on one of the paths, as the widening work was taking place. 
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How you can help: 
 

• Join the Campaign using the form overleaf 
• Take part in our campaign initiatives 
• Send us ideas for improving cycling facilities 
• Make a donation  
• Spread the word! 

CHESTER CYCLING CAMPAIGN 

Cycling is healthy, cheap, fast, and clean.  It 

could be a key part of solving our transport 

problems and ensuring the prosperity of 

Chester.  Chester Cycling Campaign is working 

towards a better, greener city by making cycling 

a safe and attractive transport option. 
 
The Campaign supports the work of 20’s Plenty, a 

national organisation formed to campaign for the 

implementation of 20 mph as the default speed limit on 

residential roads in the UK.   
 

We are also campaigning for: 
 

 100 kms of cycle routes around the city 

 safe routes to schools 

 better city centre access 

 two-way cycle flows on one-way streets 

 free carriage of bikes on trains  

 better bike parking facilities 

Chester Cycling Campaign Website:  www.chestercyclecity.org 

Chester Cycling Campaign Email:  enquiries@chestercyclecity.org 

mailto:enquiries@chestercyclecity.org
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Canal Towpath Upgraded 
Three sections of towpath of 

the Shropshire Union canal 

towpath between Chester 

and Ellesmere Port have been 

substantially upgraded, with 

repairs, widening resurfacing.  

Work is well underway and 

one section is finished. 

The three sections are: 

• Between Caughall Road 

and Liverpool Road, Bridge 

134 to Bridge 133. 

• Between Liverpool Road 

and Knolls Bridge, which is at 

the north end of the 

Countess of Chester Country 

Park, Bridge 133 to Bridge 

131. 

• Between A51 at Vicars 

Cross (near Chester 

Boughton Hall Cricket club) 

to the A41 near Pearl Lane, 

Bridge 123 to Bridge 122B. 

The Canal & River Trust hold the guardianship of the canal and towpath.  The 

upgrading scheme has been developed in partnership with Cheshire West and 

Chester Council. 

The 3 upgraded sections total 4.7km and the upgrade has cost £1.22m,  

£460,000 of which has been funded from the Cheshire & Warrington Local 

Enterprise Partnership’s Local Growth Fund and £760,000 match funding from 

Cheshire West and Chester Council (which included developer contributions).  

The canal towpath is very well used by cyclists both for local and longer 

journeys.  Several cycle routes use it: the local Brown, Black and Scarlet routes, 

the Regional Cycle Network Route 70 (The Cheshire Cycleway), Regional Cycle 

Network Route 71 (Neston to Macclesfield), and National Cycle Network 

Route 45 (Chester to Salisbury). 

The newly surfaced towpath in Boughton. 

Photo taken from Bridge 122B (A41 near Pearl Lane) 
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Cycle & Pedestrian Path Vegetation Problems 

Alongside A51 Between Littleton and Tarvin 

Tarvin is only about 6 miles from Chester, so cycling into Chester takes only about 30 minutes 

using the shared cycle and pedestrian paths which run alongside the A51. 

But the growth of hedges and vegetation at 

ground level had resulted in the paths 

becoming significantly narrowed, forcing 

cyclists and pedestrians closer to the road, as 

illustrated in the photo on the right. 

For two years, Campaign member Roger 

Hones had asked repeatedly for the hedges to 

be cut and the ground level vegetation to be 

cleared. 

His work to try and get some improvements 

included filming a short video with a bike-

mounted videocam to show how narrowed 

the paths had become.  The video was sent to Cheshire West and Chester Council and can be 

accessed from: https://youtu.be/Hue0woW6gbk 

Roger’s work resulted in action being taken.  The hedges were cut in December, but when he 

used the route shortly afterwards, the debris from the hedge cutting was still on the path, 

creating additional hazards!  The paths on each side of the A51 have now been neatly scraped 

back to their original width, but only as far as Wicker Lane. From there to Tarvin has yet to be  

cleared.   

If a hedge is on private property and overhangs onto a public road or footpath, it is the 

responsibility of the landowner to maintain the hedge.  If they do not do this within a 

reasonable timescale, the Council will issue them with a formal notice.  If they still have not 

done what was requested, the Council will cut the hedge and charge the land owner for this, 

but it can take six months to action. 

Lack of maintenance on cycle paths is hazardous and is off-putting to 

potential users.  And if a cycle path is less well maintained than the 

road next to it, it gives a message that cycling is deemed less 

important than driving.  Given that cycling contributes to resolving 

the major problems of climate emergency and diseases of inactivity, 

it is important that cycle path maintenance is prioritised. 

Please report any issues where maintenance is needed on the  

“Report it” page of the Cheshire West and Chester website: https://

www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/residents/contact-us/report-it/

report-it.aspx 

Or you could use the Cheshire West and Chester app (see photo 

left), which has a “Report it” button, making it easy to report issues 

when you see them, using your phone.  Download it from 

your usual app store. 

A 'still' taken from Roger's video shows how narrow the path 

on the A51 towards Tarvin from Chester had become due to 

growth of hedges and ground level vegetation. 

https://youtu.be/Hue0woW6gbk
https://www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/residents/contact-us/report-it/report-it.aspx
https://www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/residents/contact-us/report-it/report-it.aspx
https://www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/residents/contact-us/report-it/report-it.aspx
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Campaign Monitors Planning Applications for Cycling Issues 

One of Chester Cycling Campaign’s many 'behind the scenes' activities is monitoring planning applications submitted to 

Cheshire West & Chester Council, with respect to anything to do with cycling.  Planning applications vary widely, from large 

commercial developments down to the change of use of a single property.  The Campaign finds that, all too often, the 

requirements for cycling provision are inadequately met in the application and the Campaign makes a submission to the 

Council detailing how provision should be improved.  By monitoring applications as they are submitted for public 

consultation there are often opportunities to influence the type of infrastructure that is incorporated, or is funded by the 

developer.  Planning applications can be viewed on the Council’s Planning and Building Control webpage.  See it here. 

• Applications for major city-centre developments like the Northgate development require easy cycle access to and 

through the site, and cycle parking for workers, shoppers and visitors.  In the case of the Northgate development, 

The Campaign  pointed out that cycle parking is needed in several places throughout the development as well as 

having separate facilities for day-long cycle parking for people who work there. 

• Applications for large housing developments such 

as on Wrexham Road and in Huntington on the old 

Saighton Camp site, are examined for how the residents 

will be able to reach the development by cycle, travel 

within the development by cycle and securely store 

cycles in properties.  Many builders of large estates seem 

to think that a cheap wooden shed meets the ‘covered 

and secure’ requirement for cycle storage.  The 

Campaign has been successful recently in getting more 

secure storage. 

• Applications for student residences are scrutinised 

for ease of access by cycle and how students’ cycles can 

be stored securely. 

• Applications for much smaller projects like a change of use for a property are examined for how many cycle parking 

spaces are provided and of what quality.  In many cases where there are just a couple of houses involved or where 

there is a change of use for a property, no consideration at all is given to cycle parking in the application. 

For large developments, minimal funding for cycle infrastructure is available from the Council itself, so most improvements 

to cycling infrastructure will come from external funding.  Typically this funding will be from Central Government, funding 

partners such as The Cheshire & Warrington Local Enterprise Partnership or through the planning process under what is 

commonly known as 'planning gain'. 

You can look at the sort of comments that are made on behalf of the Campaign (thank you Nic!) on a Google spreadsheet, 

CCC Planning Submissions which lists the applications that have been examined and commented upon: 

follow this link.  

The Planning page on the Cheshire West and Chester website 

https://www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/residents/planning-and-building-control/planning-and-building-control.aspx
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1dM_1NQWdqGosuktDSDxuimTrqd7F2w3NaG4p3SeD3Cg/edit#gid=0
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Chester Cycling Campaign 2021 Objectives 

The Campaign has produced a list of its objectives for 2021, setting out what we feel we can do to create improvements for Chester cyclists. The list 

provides a clear focus for Campaign members who may wish to become involved in the work of the Campaign. If you feel that you can help in any 

way, then please get in touch through our website, or attend one of our monthly meetings. 

1. Write a letter to the paper on average once a month. 

2. Issue at least 4 press releases during the year. 

3. Continue to campaign to improve access to and through Chester city centre. 

4. Continue to improve formal contact with the Council Officers and Members for cycling related matters and try to broaden base of contacts. 

5. Provide comments on relevant planning applications. 

6. Campaign for a safer environment for cyclists on A540. 

7. Add improvements to paper/electronic maps so they can be more readily referred to by CW&C Highways in future programs of work. 

8. Carry out activities personally and as a group to promote the Campaign in order to increase membership to 150 members. 

9. Actively participate in the Active Travel Forum and the Sustainable Transport Task Force and engage with CWAC and other stakeholders in the 

implementation of the LCWIP. 

10. Ensure that Cycling infrastructure associated with the proposed A51 changes are of the highest standard. 

11. Working with CW&C, Sustrans, schools and the wider community to promote ‘mobility inclusive’ cycling in Chester: focused in particular on 

accessible cycle hire, removal of inappropriate barriers, mapping and promoting access points, charging points and other critical features, and 

raising awareness of wheels as active mobility aids. 

12. Plan and carry out an appropriate activity for Bike Week 2021 in a safe and Covid compliant way, making use of Cycling UK resources. 

Periodic updates about activity in each of these areas and progress towards achieving these objectives will be published in our 2021 electronic 

newsletters.  These newsletters will be sent to all members who have supplied us with their current email address. If your email address has changed 

since you joined, then please contact us and tell us your current email address so we can keep in touch. 

Here are some ideas about what you can do now: 

• Write a letter to the Chester Chronicle or the Standard about a cycling related matter. 

• Comment on a planning applications on the CWAC website where cycling features have not been included in the application. 

• Join us for one of our meetings if you would like to find out about other ways of taking action. 

Join the Campaign and Get a Free Bike Safety Check 

Do you have a bike which you haven’t ridden for a 

while?  Would you like to start using it around 

Chester?  Maybe you’re not sure whether it’s 

roadworthy and would like it checked out? 

One of the benefits of joining Chester Cycling 

Campaign is that you can have a free bike safety 

check, including puncture repairs, brake adjustments, 

and derailleur gear adjustments.  Here’s more 

information: 
https://www.chestercyclecity.org/free-bike-safety-checks/   

Join us, get your free bike check and you’ll be off!  See our website: 

http://www.chestercyclecity.org/membership/ 

https://www.chestercyclecity.org/contact-us/
https://www.chestercyclecity.org/monthly-meeting/
https://www.chestercyclecity.org/contact-us/
https://www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/residents/planning-and-building-control/planning-and-building-control.aspx
https://www.chestercyclecity.org/monthly-meeting/
https://www.chestercyclecity.org/free-bike-safety-checks/
http://www.chestercyclecity.org/membership/
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