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Chester Cycling Campaign is grateful to 

Bartlett’s Solicitors for supporting the production of 

 Cycling Matters! 
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Bad news:  Grosvenor Bridge speed limit 

back to 30mph 

The Campaign is extremely disappointed that the Council has changed the 

speed limit on Grosvenor Bridge back to 30mph from 20mph.  The 20mph 

limit was introduced when the advisory cycle lanes were installed in 

October 2020, under an emergency Traffic Regulation Order, as part of the 

Covid measures to encourage people to walk or cycle. 

The advisory cycle lanes and 20mph limit made it feel much safer for a 

cyclist crossing the bridge on this key route into, and out of, Chester City 

Centre. 

The Campaign has written to the Police and Crime Commissioner for 

Cheshire and the Council’s Director of Transport and Highways, expressing 

our grave concern that this move will serve to perpetuate a hostile road 

environment for cyclists on what is a major route from the Lache and 

Westminster park areas of Chester.  The letter to the PCC is here (it will 

download as a pdf file). 

Please do contact your local Councillor about this retrograde step and ask 

for the 20mph limit to remain.  We need to create a road network in 

Chester which is, and which feels, safe for everyone who wants to 

cycle in Chester. 

https://www.chestercyclecity.org/?mailpoet_router&endpoint=track&action=click&data=WyIxOCIsIjU5MTg1ZSIsIjQzIiwiNGJiYjk3Y2Y4YmI1IixmYWxzZV0
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Success - new Shared User Path on A41 at 

Backford 
Back in February last year, the Campaign noticed that the Council were planning carriageway 

works on various parts of the A41 and saw this an opportunity to improve cycling infrastructure 

on this important access route between Chester and Ellesmere Port.  The Campaign compiled a list 

of potential improvements along the whole A41 corridor, contacted the Council and explained how 

some relatively small changes could make a big difference to the safety and comfort of cyclists 

using this route. 

One of these suggested improvements is 

now in place: a new Shared User Path 

(a path designated for use by both 

pedestrians and cyclists) from the A41/

Station Road junction (at the top of 

Backford dip, going North) to the traffic 

lights at the A41/Whitby Lane junction. 

There was already a Shared User Path 

from the traffic lights running north 

towards Great Sutton, so converting the 

existing footpath into a Shared User 

Path means that cyclists do not have 

ride on this section of 50mph dual-lane 

road and can also by-pass the traffic 

lights when going north. 

By June the path had been re-surfaced, but there was no signage to say that it was a Shared 

User Path, so it just looked like a standard footpath (and of course it is illegal for cyclists to cycle 

on footpaths).  The Campaign asked Chester MP Chris Matheson to help chase up the signage and 

after 2 contacts with the Council, the signage was put up. 

The Campaign is grateful to the Council for implementing our suggestion, and to Chris Matheson 

for his help. 

We don’t think the Shared User Path would have been installed without the Campaign’s 

intervention and we continue to work to encourage the Council’s Transport and Highways 

department to consider cycling infrastructure when organising carriageway works. 

New Shared User Path on A41, looking north from Station Lane. 
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Free Introductory 

Cycle Maintenance Classes 
Following on from last summer’s popular cycle maintenance classes,  

Chester Cycling Campaign is again running a series of monthly free bike 

maintenance classes in conjunction with Bren Bikes. 

Classes are suitable 

for riders of all types 

of cycles, are limited 

to 20 participants, 

are very popular and 

always get fully 

booked, so make 

sure you book your 

place as soon as 

possible! 

They will take place on the grassed area in front of Bren Bikes, 

Limewood Close, Newton CH2 2HD, on: 

• Wednesday, 4th May 2022, from 10:00 am to 12:00 noon – WOMEN ONLY. 

• Wednesday, 1st June 2022, from 10:00 am to 12:00 noon – MIXED. 

• Wednesday, 6th July 2022, from 10:00 am to 12:00 noon – WOMEN ONLY. 

• Wednesday, 3rd August 2022, from 10:00 am to 12:00 noon – MIXED.  

Classes are free, but donations to the Bren Project are welcome on the 

day. 

We aim to share with you some hints and tips on setting up your bike 

for comfort and a few necessary maintenance tasks related to tyres, 

brakes, gears and drivetrain, with the objective of getting your bike 

running smoothly. 

To check availability, see what to bring and what to wear, and to 

book your place, click here. 

https://www.facebook.com/brenbikes
https://www.chestercyclecity.org/free-bike-maintenance-classes/
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New!  Cycling Document 

Reference Library 

The Campaign’s Webmaster has created an extensive repository of cycling 

related guidance, policies, research findings and government regulations. 

Some of these documents (surprisingly, even the ones produced by our 

own Council!) are hard to find, even with powerful internet search tools, so 

the Campaign has gathered them in one place. 

This document library is open to everyone and is intended to be a 

resource for cycle campaigners, planners, local authority officers and others 

involved in the work of improving cycling infrastructure.  The source of 

each document is acknowledged in the list – we have no intention of 

breaching any copyright restrictions pertaining to any of this material. 

Take a look at the Cycling Document Reference Library here. 

https://www.chestercyclecity.org/document-library/
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New!  Members’ 

Cycling Book Library 

The Campaign’s 

Membership 

Secretary has 

introduced a new 

benefit for members: 

a physical library of 

cycling-related books 

and resources. 

These books have 

been donated by 

members and are 

available for loan by 

other members. 

There is a good mix 

of travel, adventure, 

humour, technical and 

biographies in the 

collection. 

It is on the 

Campaign’s website, 

under member 

benefits - Click here. 

https://www.chestercyclecity.org/membership/
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Campaign’s Input into update of 

Parking Planning Guidelines 
The Council, as part of the planning process, produces guidelines for parking 

provision for new developments and for changes of use of existing developments.  

The guidelines aim to address traffic congestion and poor air quality through the 

appropriate control of the amount and design of car parking associated with 

development. 

The guidelines cover parking for houses and flats, parking for other development, 

disabled parking, cycle parking, electric vehicle charging points and parking design. 

The Council updated the guidelines recently (February 2022) and the Campaign 

contributed to the public 

consultation which was part 

of the updating process. 

The Campaign sees the 

guidelines as an opportunity 

to ensure that proper 

provision for cycle storage 

and parking is part of the 

requirements when planning 

consent is given. 

Our more ambitious 

suggestions were not taken 

up, such as specifying higher 

numbers of cycle parking 

places for various types of 

business and increasing the number of cycle parking spaces for flats. 

However, a number of our suggestions have been included in the guidelines: 

• Shared cycle parking should include some provision for larger cycles (eg 

cargo), which can be wider and up to a metre longer than average cycles. 

• For long-stay cycle parking, for example for employees, facilities should be 

provided such as lockers, facilities to securely dry out cycling equipment, 

showers and changing rooms, particularly in larger employment schemes. 

• Storage space for cycles should not be shared with rubbish and recycling 

bins. 

You can see the updated document here, together with the comments made 

at the consultation. 

The sort of cycle parking the Campaign would like to see 

in residential areas in Chester, where houses do not have 

space to park cycles on the premises. 

https://consult.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/portal/cwc_ldf/spd/parking_standards_spd_2021update?page=2&pageSize=20&status=&tab=list&sortMode=response_date&q:sortMode=
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Campaign Welcomes Corporate Members 
Thanks to Membership Secretary Ian Slater's hard work, we now have three new 

Corporate members of Chester Cycling Campaign.  We are very pleased to welcome 

them. 

Greenway Grocer - The Greenway Grocer is a bike that will use the Greenway cycle 

path to visit different areas of Chester, taking healthy food to people in their own 

communities where it’s needed most.  See Member Spotlight here 

Cycling Without Age Chester is part of a global network founded in Denmark in 

2012 with the aim of allowing elderly citizens who are 

no longer physically able, to enjoy a ride in a trishaw 

with a carer, friend or relative and experience the 

'wind in their hair' again.  

Trishaws will be based at care homes within easy reach 

of safe cycleways and residents from the care home 

and the wider elderly community will be offered free 

rides by trained 'pilots' allowing them to reconnect and interact with other 

walkers, to chat, reminisce, laugh and enjoy a coffee or an ice cream on their trip. 

The Mid Cheshire Community Rail Partnership was founded in 2003 to promote 

increased usage of the Mid Cheshire Railway 

Line and to develop and improve facilities 

along the route. 

The Partnership is made up of key 

stakeholders along the Mid Cheshire Line 

including Cheshire Association of Local Councils, 

Cheshire East Council, Cheshire West & Chester Council, Forestry Commission, 

Knutsford Town Council, Mid Cheshire Rail Users Association, Network Rail, Northern 

Railways, Northwich Town Council, Stockport Council, Trafford Council and Transport 

for Greater Manchester. 
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Corporate Member Spotlight:  

The Greenway Grocer 
The Greenway Grocer is a bike that will use the 

Greenway cycle path to visit different areas of Chester, 

taking healthy food to people in their own 

communities where they are needed most. 

Crossroads Community Hub and Cheshire West 

Voluntary Action (CWVA) are working together to 

launch the Greenway Grocer, providing an opportunity 

for everyone to easily access affordable fruit and 

vegetables. 

The project will form strong links with local 

organisations and people so that the Greenway Grocer 

can pop up in these communities on a regular basis and 

become a trusted way for people to access affordable 

fruit and vegetables, which will be provided by Hoole 

Food Market. 

There are also plans for families eligible for Healthy 

Start vouchers to access fruit and vegetables through 

the Greenway Grocer.  It will build on all the work 

Crossroads Community Hub has done during the 

COVID-19 pandemic, providing emergency food to 

around 100 families each month. 

The organisers are looking for volunteers who might like to be involved either as 

a one off basis or long term as the project establishes a weekly timetable of 

visiting communities.  They are looking for people who might be interested in 

riding the Greenway Grocer Bike, or being a volunteer to accompany it.  The roles 

could include selling fruit and vegetables, talking with local people, bike 

maintenance, ordering fruit and vegetables from Hoole Food Market, keeping 

account of daily finances/transactions and being a part of the wider community of 

the Crossroads Hub. 

If this interests you, or you’re interesting in finding out more about the project, 

please email Evie Adams cchub@hbc.org.uk or drop into the ‘Meeting Places’ Café 

where the Bike is selling fruit and vegetables every Friday from 10am-12noon at 

the Crossroads Hub, New Church building, on the corner of Dicksons Drive 

and Brook Lane. 

mailto:cchub@hbc.org.uk
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Chester Cycle Buddies Scheme 
Chester Cycle Buddies is our scheme to help people 

would like to cycle more in Chester. 

You don’t have to be a Campaign member to use 

Chester Cycle Buddies. 

We know  (because people tell us!) that many people 

would like to cycle more in and around Chester, but 

don’t really know how to go about it. 

You may be unsure about riding on your own, riding 

in traffic, or where to park your bike. 

Or maybe you’re back on a bike after some time and 

need a bit of practice.  Or maybe you want to know 

what’s changed since you last rode - or you just need 

a bit of a confidence boost. 

We can help.  We match you up with one our members who is an experienced cyclist who can 

help you with whatever you would like help with. 

That might be planning cycle-friendly routes to places you would like to go, riding with you to 

test out routes and answering any queries you may have. 

People are often surprised to learn how easy it can be to get around Chester by cycle (work, 

children’s schools, shops, city centre, leisure, friends, etc). 

Do click through to Chester Cycle Buddies on our website here 

Join the Campaign and Get a Free Bike Safety Check 

Do you have a bike which you haven’t ridden for a 

while?  Would you like to start using it around 

Chester?  Maybe you’re not sure whether it’s 

roadworthy and would like it checked out? 

One of the benefits of joining Chester Cycling 

Campaign is that you can have a free bike safety 

check, including puncture repairs, brake adjustments, 

and derailleur gear adjustments.  Here’s more 

information: 
https://www.chestercyclecity.org/free-bike-safety-checks/   

Join us, get your free bike check and you’ll be all set for cycling!  See our website: 

http://www.chestercyclecity.org/membership/ 

Image credit:  London Cycling Campaign 

https://www.chestercyclecity.org/cycle-buddies-scheme/
https://www.chestercyclecity.org/free-bike-safety-checks/
http://www.chestercyclecity.org/membership/
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