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Chester Cycling Campaign is grateful to 

Bartlett’s Solicitors for supporting the production of 

 Cycling Matters! 
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Over 140 People Attended 

Cycle Maintenance Classes 

During summer this year and last year, Chester Cycling Campaign ran a series of 

monthly free cycle maintenance classes in conjunction with Bren Bikes 

The classes were very well received and have benefited the cycling community in 

Chester.  Classes were initially aimed at women only because we know that there 

is a huge demand amongst women riders to learn about maintaining their bikes.  

Later they were opened up for men to join in too.  Participants learned to deal 

with punctures, make necessary adjustments to brakes and drivetrain, then went 

on to check their ride position for comfort. 

A total of 9 sessions were held monthly between May and August each year.  

Classes were suitable for riders of all types of cycles, are were limited to 20 

participants so that everyone had a chance to ask questions and get help. 

Thanks go to Ian Slater, the Campaign member who organised the classes, and to 

Bren Bikes who generously allowed the use of their space and allowed their 

excellent volunteers to take the classes. 

We may look at more introductory classes in the future, or possibly, follow-

on classes aimed at developing new skills. 

Participants at one of the classes 
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Cycle Parking In the New 

Northgate Development 
Cycle parking for the new Northgate development is taking shape.  The 

Campaign has been involved since the early planning stage, commenting 

on proposed designs and contributing suggestions. 

A Cycle Hub, 

located within the 

new car park, will 

be Chester's first 

city-centre indoor 

cycle parking.  It 

has 50 stands, of 

several different 

designs, to cater 

for different types 

of cycle. 

We pointed out 

that stands would 

be needed which 

could take cargo 

bikes and adapted cycles, and these have been included.  The Cycle Hub 

is suitable for longer term cycle parking (eg for people working all day in 

the city, or visitors staying for a while).  For security, it has a secure 

access system and there is CCTV within the car park.  It has a cycle 

repair station and there are e-bike charging points.  It is due to open this 

autumn. 

Elsewhere in the Northgate development, there will be another 40 

stands - useful for securing a cycle when popping in to shops.  An old 

city like Chester has special requirements: the new 10-stand rack by the 

side of the Town Hall had to be suitable for fixing to the Victorian 

pavement. 

We hope this will encourage lots of residents to start cycling into 

Chester. 

The Cycle Hub taking shape 
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Family Cycle Rides 
Members of the Campaign 

offered a guided, circular 

cycle ride via Chester 

Zoo’s Nature Park area, 

on Sunday 12th June, as 

part of Cycling UK’s 

National Bike Week. 

The 8 mile ride started at 

Northgate Arena, followed 

the Pink route to the zoo 

and came back via the 

canal towpath.  The route 

chosen is flat and suitable 

for all ages. 

The Campaign is 

considering whether to 

develop a programme of guided family rides.  If you would 

be interested, please let us know - drop us a line via our 

website here. 

Anyone wanting to plan a ride of any sort in or around 

Chester may be interested to know about the Campaign’s 

Complete Library of Free Chester Cycle Route Maps.  

Family rides are in the Leisure/Tourism section.  Have a 

look on our website here. 

People cycling to the zoo can get a 15% discount off the 

cost of entry here. 

Photo credit:: outspokentraining.co.uk 

https://www.chestercyclecity.org/contact-us/
https://www.chestercyclecity.org/route-map-library/
https://www.chesterzoo.org/plan-your-visit/getting-here/travelling-by-foot-or-bike/
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Country Park Barriers Now Inclusive 

Thanks to the persistence of our Inclusive Cycling Officer, Eileen Morgan, 

we can report that the A-frame barriers that were installed at the 

Countess of Chester Country Park have now been modified to allow 

passage of non-standard cycles, including mobility scooters. 

Eileen uses an adapted electric 

bicycle and a mountain trike 

(shown in these pictures). 

The barrier is at an entrance to 

the Country Park from Parsons 

Lane, next to the Upton Dene 

estate.  It was impossible to 

pass through, as the photo (left) 

shows.  

Eileen contacted the Council and spoke to Public Rights of Way Officer 

Richard Ankers.  She says “We found the barrier had not been installed 

to the manufacturer’s specification.  It was 8 inches too narrow.” 

The Council carried out the 

modifications. 

This photo (right) shows the 

now improved access.  People 

who use mobility aids now have 

equal access. 

Well done Eileen! 

Eileen says "Thanks to Richard 

for listening and positive action”. 

What this shows is the level of 

detail that often has to be gone into, in order to make improvements to 

cycling infrastructure.  It demonstrates the need for the Chester Cycling 

Campaign.  We continue to work to make Chester a cycle –friendly 

city. 

After - equal access. 

Before - too narrow to pass through. 



Page 7 

 

Input to CW&C Planning -  

Lidl Boughton 
One of the many things done by Campaign volunteers is to keep an eye 

on planning applications submitted to Cheshire West and Chester 

Council, and to examine them to see what provision they make for 

cycling. 

Comments or objections are submitted as appropriate.  

An example is the recent submission by Lidl for a store on Caldy Valley 

Road, near Sainsburys, in Boughton. 

The Campaign disagreed 

with the developer’s 

assertion that the 

existing cycling 

infrastructure will 

ensure that “employees 

and customers will easily 

be able to access the 

proposed development 

by bike.”   

There is currently no 

cycle path between the 

roundabout (see photo) 

and the traffic light 

crossing of Caldy Valley 

outside Sainsbury’s.  

Caldy Valley Road is a 30mph road.  We stated that it  is therefore 

absolutely necessary to make cycling safer, so that people will choose 

to cycle to this site. 

The developers intend to close off the current pedestrian and cycle 

path into the car park , which will force pedestrians and cyclists to use 

the same entrance as vehicles.  Again, a negative, not a positive.  

Given that the Council’s Climate Emergency Response Plan states that 

we need a 25% reduction in car travel by 2025, we need far more 

support for cycling than Lidl has planned.  If you agree, please tell your 

CW&C Councillor. 

You can find their contact details here. 

The proposed Lidl store will replace Rightways and B&M. 

https://cmttpublic.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/mgMemberIndex.aspx?bcr=1
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Campaign at Council’s ISTT 
The Council’s Integrated Sustainable Transport Taskforce (ISTT) is an 

amalgamation of what was the Sustainable Transport Taskforce and the 

Active Travel Forum. 

Ignore the word salad, what you 

need to know is that the ISTT is 

a body composed of Council 

officers, Councillors and 

representatives of various 

communities throughout the 

borough.  A Campaign member 

attends the ISTT to represent 

Active Travel. 

The ISTT’s role is to help the Council by providing both feedback and 

advice on the development of integrated transport opportunities.   

“Integrated” means all modes of travel and all users.  The goal is to 

produce connected transport options that attract all people across the 

Cheshire West and Chester area to use more sustainable modes of 

transport. 

Meetings of the ISTT are open and you can attend as an observer.  All 

ISTT meetings are recorded and posted on the Council’s YouTube 

channel here.  

Forthcoming work for the ISTT, which the Campaign will be particularly 

interested and involved in, include: 

• Reviewing the Local Transport Plan 

• Reviewing the Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plan 

(LCWIP) 

Our aim will be to get the best cycling infrastructure and facilities. 

https://www.youtube.com/user/cheshirewest
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Corporate Member Spotlight:  

Bren Bikes 
Bren Bikes is a bicycle workshop 

in Chester which takes in old or 

unwanted bikes, refurbishes them 

and sells them at very reasonable 

prices.  If you want a second-

hand bike in Chester, it is the 

place to go. 

Bren Bikes also offers a 

professional maintenance and 

repair service.  All work is signed 

off by a Cytech qualified 

mechanic. 

But Bren Bikes is a bike workshop with a difference: it is run by the Bren 

Project, a small, independent charity offering people with learning 

disabilities and autism the opportunity to experience supported, bespoke 

work placements in Chester and the surrounding area. 

Beneficiaries come to Bren Bikes for an 8 week placement, during which 

time they are supported on an intensive basis by the Bren Bikes 

supervisor.  Beneficiaries are involved in every element of the Bren Bikes 

business., which helps them develop a wide range of employability skills 

whilst improving their confidence and self-esteem. 

Bren Bikes is based at Lime Wood Close, Chester, CH2 2HD.  It is easy 

to access from the Millennium Greenway and outside the building is a 

path where people can try out a bike before buying. 

Bren Bikes contact details: 

 Workshop Phone:    07975607688 

 Address:      Lime Wood Close, Chester, CH2 2HD 

 Facebook:      https://www.facebook.com/brenbikes 

 Email:       brenbikes@brenproject.org.uk 
 

https://www.facebook.com/brenbikes
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Chester Cycle Buddies Scheme 
Chester Cycle Buddies is our scheme to help people 

would like to cycle more in Chester. 

You don’t have to be a Campaign member to use 

Chester Cycle Buddies. 

We know  (because people tell us!) that many people 

would like to cycle more in and around Chester, but 

don’t really know how to go about it. 

You may be unsure about riding on your own, riding 

in traffic, or where to park your bike. 

Or maybe you’re back on a bike after some time and 

need a bit of practice.  Or maybe you want to know 

what’s changed since you last rode - or you just need 

a bit of a confidence boost. 

We can help.  We match you up with one our members who is an experienced cyclist who can 

help you with whatever you would like help with. 

That might be planning cycle-friendly routes to places you would like to go, riding with you to 

test out routes and answering any queries you may have. 

People are often surprised to learn how easy it can be to get around Chester by cycle (work, 

children’s schools, shops, city centre, leisure, friends, etc). 

Do click through to Chester Cycle Buddies on our website here 

Join the Campaign and Get a Free Bike Safety Check 

Do you have a bike which you haven’t ridden for a 

while?  Would you like to start using it around 

Chester?  Maybe you’re not sure whether it’s 

roadworthy and would like it checked out? 

One of the benefits of joining Chester Cycling 

Campaign is that you can have a free bike safety 

check, including puncture repairs, brake adjustments, 

and derailleur gear adjustments.  Here’s more 

information: 
https://www.chestercyclecity.org/free-bike-safety-checks/   

Join us, get your free bike check and you’ll be all set for cycling!  See our website: 

http://www.chestercyclecity.org/membership/ 

Image credit:  London Cycling Campaign 

https://www.chestercyclecity.org/cycle-buddies-scheme/
https://www.chestercyclecity.org/free-bike-safety-checks/
http://www.chestercyclecity.org/membership/
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