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Chester Cycling Campaign is grateful to 

Bartlett’s Solicitors for supporting the production of 

 Cycling Matters! 



Page 3 

 

Would you be willing to donate £2 to help launch 

Chester’s first Active Travel Festival? 

For 6 months the Campaign has been working with Active Cheshire, 

Chester Resident Associations Group, Chester Sustainability Forum, the 

University of Chester, and Living Streets alongside Cheshire West and 

Chester Council to plan Chester’s first Active Travel Festival (“ATFest”) 

on Sunday 18th June 2023. 

ATFest will take place in the city centre, with events in a variety of green 

spaces and venues, such as: Kids activity areas with Bikeability learn-to-

ride sessions, eBike Experience Zone for 16+ and BMX skills training.  

ATfest is intended as a fun and informative event, aiming to promote 

active travel in all its forms to all ages.  People will be encouraged to get 

into Chester using Active Travel, public transport or the Park & Rides. 

To finance ATFest we have applied to the Council’s crowdfunding 

scheme called SpaceHive.  Funding is granted depending on community 

support, so we are looking for pledges on SpaceHive of only £2-£5 from 

as many local residents as we can.  Our target is to get 1000 positive 

responses! 

Please consider pledging this small amount and encouraging your friends 

and family to do the same, at the website below.  Many thanks. 

https://www.spacehive.com/atfestchester 

 

The ATFest logo. 

https://www.spacehive.com/atfestchester
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New Secure Undercover Cycle Parking in Chester 

Chester's first indoor cycle parking space was 

opened on 15th December. 

Called The Cycle Hub, it is on the ground floor of 

the new Market Parking multi-storey car park on 

Hunter Street (the road which runs alongside 

Storyhouse.) 

It contains an impressive array of cycle parking 

facilities which can accommodate a wide variety of 

cycles and mobility aids, both pedal powered and 

electric. 

There are 56 cycle racks, 20 spaces for scooter 

parking, a cycle repair station with pump, allen 

keys, tools and elevated stand, 3 accessible cycle 

parking hoops and 7 free electric cycle charging 

points with 3 pin plugs.  The accessible cycle hoops are widely spaced and have a lower securing 

bar for trailers and non standard frames.  Some of the 56 cycle racks are tiered, with hydraulic 

assistance for cycles on the upper tier.  The route from the entrance to the Cycle Hub is away 

from vehicles. 

For security, there is CCTV and secure access control is provided by means of an access card 

which, when presented to the card reader, opens the power-operated gate to the Cycle Hub.  

Access cards can be obtained for a one-off £10 fee.  If you would like one, go to the car park 

office (to the right of the entrance) after 2pm on any weekday.  Take proof of identification 

(photo ID).  Card payments only are accepted. 

The Cycle Hub will be open daily from 6:30am to 11:30pm. 

The Campaign has been involved since the early planning stage, commenting on proposed designs 

and contributing suggestions. 

As well as the Cycle Hub, outdoor cycle parking facilities for 50 cycles have been installed across 

the Northgate scheme for more casual cycle parking, including Exchange Square, Princess Street 

and Hunter Street.  A cycle gully has also been installed within the steps at the east end of 

Princess Street or riders can use the lift adjacent to the steps. 

For exiting the Cycle Hub, a ‘contra-flow’ cycle lane has been installed along Hunter Street which 

enables cyclists to turn right out of the car park to access Northgate Street. 

Councillor Richard Beacham, Cabinet Member for Inclusive Growth, Economy and Regeneration, 

said: “Being able to offer cyclists a more secure and purpose-built cycle parking facility has been a 

long-held ambition; I hope it will become a well-used facility and increase the number of people 

opting to travel more sustainably into the city centre.” 

Stephen Perry of the Chester Cycling Campaign said: “We are very pleased to have been 

consulted on the Cycle Hub design and offer our advice on how best to offer a variety of cycle 

racks suitable for a wide range of users; we too hope it will encourage more journeys to be 

taken by bike.” 

For FAQs about the Cycle Hub, click here. 

Councillor Richard Beacham, left, with 

Stephen Perry, Chester Cycling Campaign. 

(Image: Cheshire West and Chester Council)  

https://chesternorthgate.com/2022/12/cycle-hub-within-award-winning-new-market-parking-opens-on-15-december/
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Campaign at Sustainability Events in Chester 

Campaign members have been busy at 

several sustainability events held in 

Chester over the last few months, 

promoting how the Campaign can help 

people to cycle for everyday transport in 
and around Chester. 

We are pleased to support the University 

of Chester, who are looking at how to 

increase active travel amongst staff and 

students.  We had a Campaign stall at their 

Sustainable Travel Relaunch Event on 26th 

October, held at the Parkgate Road 
campus.  And we were back again for their 

Sustainability Fair on 8th November. 

Several Campaign members provided talks 

at the Climate Event held at Storyhouse 

on 4th November.  Our Inclusivity Officer, 

Eileen, had a very interested audience for her illustrated talk about her 

mountain trike wheelchair and other forms of inclusive wheeling. 

Our last event of the year was the Sustainable Chester Winter Fair held at  

Chester International School on 10th December. 

The Campaign has also joined the University’s 

“Let’s Talk Transport” group.  We are helping to 

raise awareness of, and promote, cycling for 

students and staff, particularly between the 

University’s 3 campuses in Chester. 

One of our members, Cathey Harrington, 

recorded a podcast with the University in their 

“Green Chester” series.  The theme was how to 

get going on cycling, and she shared tips on what 

type of bike to choose, what to wear and how 

Chester Cycling Campaign can help. 

You can listen to it on Spotify here:  Green Chester Cycling. 

A Campaign member’s cycle used as a 

display at the Storyhouse Climate Event. 

The University’s “Green 

Chester” podcast logo 

https://open.spotify.com/episode/16mnAJSSpD0budMglr68Cy?si=pb49ZwCeRgy8YJuqwKNscA.
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Cycle Maintenance Sessions 

for Girl Guides 
The Campaign was 

contacted via the 

website by a leader of 

the Girl Guides in 

Huntington, Chester, to 

help the Guides get their 

“Fixing” badges. 

The Campaign provided 

two evenings of cycle 

maintenance sessions, in 

September and October, at Huntington Village Hall, the Guides’ usual 

meeting place. 

A team of 6 Campaign members took along workstands and tools and 

the Guides brought their own bikes. 

Each Campaign member worked with a small group of Guides to do an 

M check, change an inner tube and adjust brakes, in a session lasting 

1½hours.   

About 40 Guides in total took part.  Feedback from the Guides and the 

Guide leader was very positive and the Campaign was pleased to help 

these young members of our community become confident with basic 

repairs and maintenance. 

At the Campaign, we are working to make Chester a cycle-friendly city.  

This is especially important for our younger people, who are all too 

often driven around in cars by time-pressed parents, who do not think 

that it is safe is enough for their children to cycle, so they drive them, 

adding to the problem!  Chester is a small city, only about 5 miles 

across and relatively flat, so ideal for cycling.  Join us in making it a place 

where our young people can get around safely and independently.  And 

do tell our politicians that our young people deserve that! 

The Girlguiding logo 
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Areas Lacking Cycle Parking Highlighted 

A new feature, showing where cycle parking is needed, has been added to the Campaign’s 
Interactive Route, Cycle Parking and Access Map. 

The map was developed thanks to the efforts of Nic Siddle, one of our campaign members, 

and a group of indefatigable volunteers, including Eileen Morgan, our very own Inclusive 
Cycling Officer who also acted as consultant.  It was designed initially to highlight various 

barriers and other features that prevent those who require electric mobility scooters or 

adapted bikes as mobility aids, from fully enjoying off road routes developed by the UK 

cycling charity Sustrans.  From there, the map has expanded and features have been added 
such as cycle parking.  All cycle parking locations around the city have been included, 

making it easy to find the cycle parking facility nearest to your destination. 

New symbols have now been created to show those destinations that either have 
inadequate or sub-standard cycle parking, or, indeed, a complete lack of such provision.  

One of the many aspects of the Campaign’s work is to improve cycle parking in Chester, 

and this map can be used by anyone (the Council, companies or organisations) to point to 
places where cycle parking should be installed. 

The map shows the Millennium Greenway and other local Sustrans routes.  It also displays 

all types of local cycle tracks and routes, including shared use paths.  The format is an 
interactive Google Map with additional layers added for each type of feature being mapped.  

Go to this page and scroll down, then click on the link to see the map:  

https://www.chestercyclecity.org/interactive-route-and-access-map/ 

If you have any comments on the map, or would like to help us develop it further, there is 
also a link where you can contact us directly about it. 

The Campaign’s Interactive Route, Cycle Parking and Access Map 

https://www.chestercyclecity.org/interactive-route-and-access-map/
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Direct Action Clearance by Campaign Member 

Campaign member Pierre recently cleared vegetation encroaching into the cycle lane on 

the railway bridge on Hoole Lane, Chester.  Pierre tackled the job with a battery 

operated strimmer, garden shears and a rake. 

His generous gesture and hard work have given us all a nice, clear cycle lane.  Thank you 

very much Pierre, you have helped a lot of people.  Pierre has said that he is willing to 

team up with other people to clear similar problematic areas on cycle paths in Chester - 
you can contact him via the Campaign website using this link. 

There are many other cycle lanes in need of clearing in and around Chester.  Needless 

to say, the Campaign has raised this issue repeatedly with officers from the Council. 

Not everyone will wish to, or be able to, take direct action like Pierre did.  But you can 
report it to the Council, so they know there is a problem.  Use either the Councils 

"report it App" for Android or Apple, or the “Report or check a highways fault” 

page on the Council's website using this link. 

After:  That’s better!  Cycle path is nice 

and clear, and the full width can be used. 

Before:  overgrown vegetation obstructing 

and narrowing the cycle path. 

https://www.chestercyclecity.org/contact-us/?utm_source=mailpoet&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Chester+Cycling+Campaign+Bulletin+No.65+-+October%2FNovember+2022
https://www.chestercyclecity.org/?mailpoet_router&endpoint=track&action=click&data=WyI2NyIsImY3NzI3MyIsIjU1IiwiZjgwNjI4YmM1NDFjIixmYWxzZV0
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Corporate Member Spotlight: 

Hoole Food Market 

The Campaign is delighted to have 

Hoole Food Market as a 

Corporate Member. 

Hoole Food Market sells a very 

wide range of fruit, vegetables, 

produce, plants and flowers from 

their attractive and welcoming 

shop in Faulkner Street. 

Hoole has a great community feel 

and Hoole Food Market is a key 

part of that. 

In addition to selling to the public, 

they supply to restaurants, hotels 

and caterers.   They focus on green issues to minimise the environmental 

impact of the business, choosing produce which is responsibly grown and 

sourced, and selected on quality, food miles, minimal packaging - and 

organic where possible.  Supporting local growers and working to reduce 

the number of steps in their supply chain is another part of their ethical 

approach to supplying great food to the local community. 

Part of the business is making up and delivering veg boxes.  In September 

2021, Hoole Food Market took delivery of their fantastic cargo trike 

(made for them by Urban Tricycles Ltd, who are a local firm) which has 

now become a familiar sight making deliveries around Chester.  Using a 

combination of the trike and an electric van for deliveries farther afield, 

they have eradicated CO2 emissions from their delivery routes - a shining 

example to other businesses in Chester. 

If you haven’t been to Hoole Food Market yet, do pop in.  Their friendly 

and knowledgeable staff can help with hints and tips on using fruit and 

vegetables, whether ordinary or exotic. 

And if you see the Hoole Food Market cargo trike out and about, 

give them a wave! 

Hoole Food Market’s cargo trike 
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Join the Campaign and Get a Free Bike Safety Check 

Do you have a bike which you haven’t ridden for a 

while?  Would you like to start using it around 

Chester?  Maybe you’re not sure whether it’s 

roadworthy and would like it checked out? 

One of the benefits of joining Chester Cycling 

Campaign is that you can have a free bike safety 

check, including puncture repairs, brake adjustments, 

and derailleur gear adjustments.  Here’s more 

information: 
https://www.chestercyclecity.org/free-bike-safety-checks/   

Join us, get your free bike check and you’ll be all set for cycling!  See our website to join online: 

http://www.chestercyclecity.org/membership/.  Or print off and post the form on page 11. 

Chester Cycle Buddies Scheme 
Chester Cycle Buddies is our scheme to help people 

would like to cycle more in Chester. 

You don’t have to be a Campaign member to use 

Chester Cycle Buddies. 

We know (because people tell us!) that many people 

would like to cycle more in and around Chester, but 

don’t really know how to go about it. 

You may be unsure about riding on your own, riding 

in traffic, or where to park your bike. 

Or maybe you’re back on a bike after some time and 

need a bit of practice.  Or maybe you want to know 

what’s changed since you last rode - or you just need 

a bit of a confidence boost. 

We can help.  We match you up with one our members who is an experienced cyclist who can 

help you with whatever you would like help with. 

That might be planning cycle-friendly routes to places you would like to go, riding with you to 

test out routes and answering any queries you may have. 

People are often surprised to learn how easy it can be to get around Chester by cycle (work, 

children’s schools, shops, city centre, leisure, friends, etc). 

Do click through to Chester Cycle Buddies on our website here 

Image credit:  London Cycling Campaign 

https://www.chestercyclecity.org/free-bike-safety-checks/
http://www.chestercyclecity.org/membership/
https://www.chestercyclecity.org/cycle-buddies-scheme/


Page 11 

 


