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Chester Cycling Campaign is grateful to 

Bartlett’s Solicitors for supporting the production of 

 Cycling Matters! 
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Campaign denounces reckless cycling 
The Campaign was 
contacted recently 
by someone who 
had been hit (not 
seriously, thankfully, 
but nevertheless it 
shouldn’t have 
happened) by 
people cycling, too 
fast, on a pavement 
and on another 
occasion in the 
underpass under the 
Fountains 
roundabout. 

The Campaign would like to make it clear that we 
denounce reckless cycling.  Indeed, we have a webpage on our website 
about this, published a few years ago - click here to see it.  
As a campaigning body, our ability to alter the behaviour of others is 
limited to encouragement, but we do so wherever possible. 

At the root of the problem is the lack of safe infrastructure for cycling 
and scooting.  Road conditions can feel hostile and it is fear of riding on 
roads which drives people to cycle on pavements.  This was even 
recognised by the Home Office when Fixed Penalty Notices were 
introduced for pavement cycling in 1999.  Their guidance said: “...the fixed 
penalty is not aimed at responsible cyclists who sometimes feel obliged to use 
the pavement out of fear of traffic and who show consideration to other 
pavement users when doing so…..sensitivity and careful use of police discretion 
is required.” 

We remind and urge everyone cycling or riding a scooter to be 
considerate by sounding a warning, slowing down, and giving way when 
approaching pedestrians. 
In this way, conflict can easily be avoided. 

More warnings - and even prosecutions where merited - would help.  We 
know that, over a recent 3-month period, Cheshire Police issued 
warnings to 41 cyclists in Chester city centre.  The Campaign urge the 
public to report all such incidents to the police, as it would reveal the 
extent of the problem and help the Council make the case to central 
government for funding for better infrastructure for walking and cycling. 

If you would like to join us in campaigning for Chester to become a more 
cycle-friendly city, please click here for our website or print off and 
post the membership form on page 11. 

Photo courtesy of The Guardian 

https://www.chestercyclecity.org/reckless-cycling/
https://www.chestercyclecity.org/join-or-renew-membership/
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Access to the Cycle & Scooter Hub 

at Chester Market 

We expect that lots of 

cyclists will use The Cycle 

& Scooter Hub, Chester’s 

excellent indoor, secure 

cycle and scooter parking 

space which opened in 

December.  The Campaign 

had input into its design.  

It is on the ground floor 

of the new Market Parking 

multi-storey car park on 

Hunter Street (the road 

which runs alongside 

Storyhouse). 

Users will be greeted by 

the roller shutter 

(pictured left).  What is 

not at first apparent, is 

that you will need to use 

an access card (the one 

which is used to enter the 

Cycle & Scooter Hub) to 

open this roller shutter as well.  Hold your access card to the fob sensor 

to the left of the door and the shutter will rise.  You can see the sensor 

in the photo. 

Access cards can be obtained for a one-off £10 fee.  Apply at the car 

park office (to the right of the entrance) after 2pm on any weekday.  Take 

proof of identification (photo ID).  Card payments only are accepted.   

A useful ‘contra-flow’ cycle lane has been installed along Hunter Street 

which enables cyclists to turn right when leaving the car park, to access 

Northgate Street. 

For FAQs about the Cycle Hub, click here. 

https://chesternorthgate.com/2022/12/cycle-hub-within-award-winning-new-market-parking-opens-on-15-december/
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Campaign members respond to 

Chester City Gateway Consultation 

Campaign members submitted responses to the recent consultation on 

the draft Strategic Regeneration Framework (SRF) for the area around 

Chester Station, dubbed “Chester City Gateway”. 

The SRF is a collaboration between the Council, Network Rail and the 

UK Government’s place-making expert LCR and sets out the strategic 

vision, key initiatives, and overarching principles for the Chester City 

Gateway, which will be used to attract inward investment, support future 

funding bids and inform future planning applications.  So it is a guidance 

document for potential developers. 

Campaign members’ responses were very supportive of a pedestrian and 

cycle bridge adjacent to Hoole Bridge (artist’s impression above), a 

“green boulevard” up City Road and an integrated transport hub at the 

station, but urged more ambition for cycle routes to the Millennium 

Greenway and to Westminster Road. 

Check out the SRF website here. 

https://chestercitygateway.co.uk/#home
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Looking Ahead - Social Media People Needed! 

At our Annual General Meeting at the beginning of February, Campaign 

members reviewed our performance and achievements over the past year 

and agreed our objectives for the coming year.  They are published on our 

website here. 

Considerable amounts of work were done in 2022 by many people in the 

Campaign, and we are looking for more volunteers to help continue and 

expand this work.  Specifically, we need people to help with the following. 

If you would like to learn more, make an enquiry or volunteer, please get in 

touch using the “Contact Us” form on our website here. 

Publicity and 

social media.  

Over the past year 

we increased our 

followers by+34% 

on Twitter and 

+14% on Facebook, 

and the number of 

people accessing 

our website from 

social media has 

tripled since 2020.  

We aim to build on 

this in 2023, so 

need help with 

posting and 

forwarding items, especially on local groups in Chester. 

Secretary and liaison with Cheshire West and Chester Council.  

We are looking for people to help with both of these roles, which will be 

split into smaller jobs. 

Development Control.  We are looking for people to help screen 

planning applications for aspects relating to cycling. 

Our “Inclusivity Officer” will change title, now being known as ‘Accessibility 

Officer’ which is a more generally understood term. 

We are looking forward to another busy year, working to make Chester a 

more cycle-friendly city and look forward to welcoming new members. 

 

https://www.chestercyclecity.org/campaign-sets-objectives/
https://www.chestercyclecity.org/contact-us/
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New Cycle Stands at 

Christleton Parish Hall 

Christleton Parish Hall now has a set of 3 cycle stands (pictured above), 

thanks to team work between the Campaign and Christleton Parish Council. 

The Campaign had access to the stands, which were no longer needed at 

their original location. 

Christleton Parish Hall had no cycle parking.  The Campaign approached the 

Parish Council, who were pleased with the offer and agreed to install them.  

The hall is heavily used, and by a wide variety of groups, so there will 

potentially be a variety of cycles needing to be parked. 

The stands were therefore spaced in accordance with latest guidance, 

allowing room for adapted or non-standard cycles, such as cargo bikes or 

cycles with trailers, at both ends.  The stands have been installed close to the 

front door so that people with reduced mobility can get into the hall as easily 

as possible, and they are in sight of the street for safety. 

It is good to see that they are already being used. 
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Join Our Spring Family Cycle Ride 

to the Zoo on 2nd April! 

To celebrate the onset of Spring, Chester Cycling Campaign is pleased to invite 

you to join in with a family cycle ride to Chester Zoo on Sunday, April 2nd! 

Members of the Campaign will be offering a leisurely, circular cycle ride via 

Chester Zoo’s Nature Park area. 

The ride departs from the car park in Lime Wood Close (near Bren Bikes) at 

10:00 am on Sunday, 2nd April. 

The route is virtually flat and we will allow up to 2 hours for this ride (8 miles 

total).  We will be riding at a pace that suits all on quiet(ish) roads through Upton 

and back along the (traffic-free) canal towpath.  Families are welcome to attend 

but do be aware that younger children need to be able to take on this distance. 

The Zoo offers a 15% discount to those arriving by cycle.  People are welcome to 

take advantage of this offer but, please be aware, the ride leaders will return to 

Chester after a short break at the Nature Park area. 

Use the link below to book your FREE spaces.  Note that bookings are required 

for all those attending, including children.  Members of Chester Cycling Campaign 

will supervise the ride but riders will retain ultimate responsibility for their own 

safety and that of accompanying minors. 

Book Places for Your Family Here 

https://bookwhen.com/chestercyclecity/e/ev-s25k-20230402100000
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Corporate Member Spotlight: 

The Bike Factory 
The Campaign is pleased to 

have the Bike Factory

(pictured left) as a 

Corporate Member. This 

long-established (currently in 

it’s 111th year!) independent 

cycle sales and repair shop 

on Boughton in Chester has 

an excellent reputation both 

locally and nationally. 

Staff at The Bike Factory are 

cyclists themselves, so have a 

good understanding of 

customers’ needs, whether 

for bikes, accessories, equipment or clothing.  Brands sold include Trek, 

Specialized, Raleigh and Brompton, and range from first bikes for children, 

to adults’ bikes of all kinds: sports bikes, town bikes and even electric 

cargo bikes. 

They guarantee not to be beaten on price for any item stocked, and a 

benefit of being a Campaign member is that you get 10% discount on 

bikes, parts and accessories (excluding labour, special offers and sale 

items) - just show your membership card. 

The Service Department at The Bike Factory is one of the best in the 

country and has Cytech qualified mechanics.  (Cytech is the 

internationally recognised training and accreditation scheme for bicycle 

technicians).  Each bike sold at The Bike Factory is assembled and 

thoroughly checked over by Cytech qualified mechanics prior to the 

customer taking delivery.  For anyone wanting to cycle to work, The Bike 

Factory supports all of the leading Cycle to Work providers, so that you 

can save money & spread the cost of a new bike. 

Check out their website at https://www.thebikefactory.co.uk 

or visit them at 

153-161 Boughton, Chester, CH3 5BH   Tel 01244 317893 

https://www.thebikefactory.co.uk
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Join the Campaign and Get a Free Bike Safety Check 

Do you have a bike which you haven’t ridden for a 

while?  Would you like to start using it around 

Chester?  Maybe you’re not sure whether it’s 

roadworthy and would like it checked out? 

One of the benefits of joining Chester Cycling 

Campaign is that you can have a free bike safety 

check, including puncture repairs, brake adjustments, 

and derailleur gear adjustments.  Here’s more 

information: 
https://www.chestercyclecity.org/free-bike-safety-checks/   

Join us, get your free bike check and you’ll be all set for cycling!  See our website to join online: 

http://www.chestercyclecity.org/membership/.  Or print off and post the form on page 11. 

Chester Cycle Buddies Scheme 
Chester Cycle Buddies is our scheme to help people 

would like to cycle more in Chester. 

You don’t have to be a Campaign member to use 

Chester Cycle Buddies. 

We know (because people tell us!) that many people 

would like to cycle more in and around Chester, but 

don’t really know how to go about it. 

You may be unsure about riding on your own, riding 

in traffic, or where to park your bike. 

Or maybe you’re back on a bike after some time and 

need a bit of practice.  Or maybe you want to know 

what’s changed since you last rode - or you just need 

a bit of a confidence boost. 

We can help.  We match you up with one our members who is an experienced cyclist who can 

help you with whatever you would like help with. 

That might be planning cycle-friendly routes to places you would like to go, riding with you to 

test out routes and answering any queries you may have. 

People are often surprised to learn how easy it can be to get around Chester by cycle (work, 

children’s schools, shops, city centre, leisure, friends, etc). 

Do click through to Chester Cycle Buddies on our website here 

Image credit:  London Cycling Campaign 

https://www.chestercyclecity.org/free-bike-safety-checks/
http://www.chestercyclecity.org/membership/
https://www.chestercyclecity.org/cycle-buddies-scheme/
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